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The purposes of this study were to investigate factors influencing
international students’ motivation to enrol in international programs in Thailand and
to examine the differences in students’ motivation by nationality. 231 participants
were randomly selected from five nationalities, studying at Burapha Universiy.

This study employed a mixed-method research approach. A four-point Likert scale
rating questionnaire and photo-elicitation interviews were used to collect the data.
The findings show that the first five factors influencing the international students’
decisions were: (1) geographic proximity of host country; (2) recognition of
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and visa cost. On the other hand, the study motivation factors discovered differences
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Moreover, the analysis from the interview found six themes: (1) culture; (2) life style;
(3) environment; (4) education and working; (5) economy and technology; and
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CHAPTER 1
INTRODUCTION

This chapter describes a general background, statement of the problem,

research questions, scope of the study, and the significance of this study.

Background of the study

In today’s world situation, internationalization and globalization of
economies has brought about the commercialization of higher education around the
world. As a result of this global expansion, educational institutions around the world
have become a key point in the development of knowledge societies. Worldwide
educational institutions have attempted to find ways to attract international students,
because international students play an important role in their societies, bringing
academic, cultural, and economic benefits to the learning environment and society.

Many students are thinking about studying abroad to gain higher education.
Several years ago, this idea was difficult to achieve, but now, it is easily available.
Previous studies have shown that studying abroad has multiple benefits for students;
for example, an appreciation for other country’s cultures (Kaufmann, Martin, Weaver
& Weaver, 1992), learning a second language (Vera, Howard, & Lemee, 2009),
international interest or “world-mindedness” (Sutton & Rubin, 2004) and personal
growth (Dwyer & Norris, 2005).

In 2007, over 2.8 million students enrolled in educational institutions outside
of their country of origin. This represented 123,400 more students than in 2006, an
increase of 4.6%. The global number of international students has grown by 53%
since 1999 (UNESCO Institute for Statistics, 2009). By 2025, the expected number of
international students from Asian countries, especially China and India, will increase
continuously (Bohm, Davis, Meares, & Pearce, 2002).

In Thailand, the number of international programs in 2002 has grown from
387 to 844 in 2006 (Study in Thailand, 2009). The statistics show that international
higher education programs in Thailand have visibly increased. Office of Education
Council (2004) reported that international programs in Thailand supply various



courses and cover almost all fields of studies, such as Business Administration,
Information Technology, Medical Science, and International Business. According to
the Office of the Higher Education Commission of Thailand (2011), there were
19,052 international students from 124 countries, studying in more than 100 higher
education institutions. In 2010, the number of international students was about 20,155
(5.7% increase). By the end of 2011, there were approximately 20,309 international
students in more than 100 Thai higher education institutions; the number of foreign

students has increased by 0.74% from the year 2010.

Statement of the problem

Previous studies in the western context pointed out several factors influencing
the decision of international students to study abroad. For example, Mazzarol and
Soutar (2002) found that culture, immigration prospects, recommendations from
family, friends and professors, the range of available programmes or courses, and
perceptions of better quality of overseas higher education system were the influencing
factors of international students to study abroad. Bodycott (2009) also identified
several factors, consisting of cost issues, institutes’ facilities, international experience,
quality of life, safety, and university environment.

A large number of international students prefer to choose western countries
as their study destination; therefore, many studies researched motivation of the
international students in the western context. The statistics of Ministry of Education in
Thailand shows an increasing number of international students choosing Thailand as
their study destination. However, only a few studies in the Thai context have
investigated the motivation of international students. Why do they choose Thailand as
their study destination? Therefore, the question of what attracts international students
to choose Thailand as their study destination warrants the need to do further research.

Theoretical rationale and frame of reference

In formulation of a theoretical rationale and frame of reference for this
study, the Push-Pull factors (Mazzarlo & Soutar, 2002) provide a useful prototype.
The push factor push students to go in quest of higher education in other countries,



and the pull factor is a stimulus that pulls students to study abroad (Mazzarlo &
Soutar, 2002).

Mazzarlo and Soutar (2002) indicated that 15 factors must be considered:
reputation of the host country, reputation of the host institution (s), safety, cost or
fees, visa cost, historical or economic links between host country and home country,
availability of specific teaching programs, geographic proximity of host country,
lifestyle in host country, climate in host country, recognition of qualifications by
home country, family and friends in host country, plans for immigration, value for
money, availability of scholarship or work.

Push-Pull factors have been employed in lots of studies. Such as, Mazzarol,
Kemp and Savery (1996) employed push-pull factors to investigate with Indonesian
and Taiwanese students. There are four push factors and six pull factors that
influenced students’ decision. Yang (2007) analyzed the push factors influencing the
decisions of mainland Chinese students to study abroad, plus the pull factors
influencing mainland Chinese students deciding to study in Australia. Wilkins and
Huisman (2010) have also applied push-pull factors to investigate with international
students (primarily Asian), the results showed that push factors were most important
to their decision to study abroad, with the pull factors most important in their choice
of the UK as their destination country.

Research questions

The review of literature suggests that there is a need to investigate
international students’ motivation to choose Thailand as their study destination.
As a result, | attempted to find answers to the following research questions:

1. What factors influence international students’ motivation to enrol in
international programs in Thailand?

2. Are there any differences in students’ motivation by nationality?



Purpose of the study

The purposes of this study were as follow:

1. To investigate factors influencing international students’decision to study
at Burapha University, Thailand.

2. To explore the differences in deciding to study at Burapha University by
each nationality.

Significance of the study

The findings in this study will add to the knowledge base in the field of
studying program’s abroad. The present study will also be beneficial for educational
institutions in Thailand because an understanding of why international students
choose to study in Thailand may help them make informed decisions about their
policies. Additionally, the results in this study will be helpful for the Thai teachers
and professors to gain a deeper understanding about their international students’
expectations so that they can adjust their teaching methods tailored to the students’
needs. Lastly, this study will be valuable to curriculum developers because they can
use the findings to revise the curriculum so that they can better attract international
students to come to Thailand.

Scope of the study

1. Population sample of this study focused on international students at
Burapha University.

2. For the participants in this study I chose only five nationalities of students,
notably (Chinese, Cambodian, Vietnamese, Laotian, and Korean), because they had
more than 10 students. All levels of education (Bachelor’s Degree- Doctoral Degree)
were also included, but the degree of education was not to be used as a variable in this
study.

3. For the contents of this study, it focused on the factors which influenced

international students’ choice.



Limitations

For this research the researcher encountered some limitations particularly the
number of nationalities. If the number could have been greater, that would be more
interesting. Also, this study obtained self-reported data, which may not reflect the real

reasons why international students chose to study in Thailand.

Definition of terms

Motivation to study abroad refers to a decision of international students to
study outside of their host countries. In this study, motivation will be evaluated by the
survey and the photo elicitation interview.

International student refers to the student who does not use Thai language
as their native language, and from countries other than Thailand. The international
students in this study include undergraduates, graduate students and learned scholars.
Six countries will be included in this study (China, Indonesia, Cambodia, Vietnam,
Lao, and Korea).

International program refers to the international education program at
Burapha University. The international students are receiving education in either Thai
language or English language.

Photo-elicitation interview refers to the participants exploiting
photographic images to discuss their personal experience and impressions.

Chapter summary

At present most students choose to study abroad, because internationalization
and globalization of economies have brought about the commercialization of higher
education around the world. International students play an important role in their
societies; they bring many benefits to the learning environment and society.

On a macroscale most of the students decided to study in a western country,
therefore, prior researchers have conducted studies about the factors influencing
international students deciding to study in western countries.

However, in this study, | attempted to investigate the reasons for

international students deciding to study abroad, but the destination country is



Thailand. From the statistics, it was evident the number of international students in
Thailand increased year by year. Thus, in this study, | explored the underlying factors

that influence international student’s decision.



CHAPTER 2
LITERATURE REVIEW

This chapter consists of three main sections. The first section presents the
definition of motivation and types of motivation. The second section discusses the
literature on studying abroad programs and reasons for studying abroad. The last
section explains theoretical frameworks used in previous studies. Each section is

presented respectively.

Definition of motivation

The review of the literature suggests that there is a consensus definition of
the term motivation. The word motivation is derived from the Latin word “movers”,
which means “to move”. Motivation is an internal force that accelerates a response or
behavior, so learners are willing to direct their energies in order to obtain their goals
(Aggarwal, 1996).

Motivation originated in the field of psychology, and it involves the
biological, emotional, social, and cognitive forces that activate behaviors. Nowadays,
the term motivation is frequently used to describe why a person does something.
Valle (2003) described the term motivation to study abroad context: “students with
learning goals are interested in acquiring new skills and improving their knowledge
even if they make mistakes”.

Brown (2001) defined motivation as “the extent to which you make choices
about (a) goals to pursue and (b) the effort you will devote to that pursuit”. Dornyei
(2001) defined motivation as an internal force that cannot be seen, or it is an abstract
and a hypothesis, which is used to explain human behavior. Motivation is also related
directly to the human mind, which is correlated to wants or desires not human

feelings.



Types of motivation

In the field of psychology, there are two theories on motivation most cited.
The first one is the integrative and instrumental motivation (Gardner, 1985), and the
second one is the intrinsic and extrinsic motivation (Deci & Ryan, 1985).

1. Integrative and instrumental motivation

Gardner (1985) identifies two types of motivation: integrative motivation
and instrumental motivation. He defined integrative motivation as an expectation to
attain proficiency in a second language in order to know the culture of the host
country.

For the term instrumental motivation, it is generally indicated by the
aspiration to get practical benefits from the study of a second language (Gardner,
1985; Hudson, 2000); for example, applying for a job, passing the examination, or
studying it to become capable of reading technical materials in English. This motivated
students and emphasized more on obtaining certain specified capabilities which they
needed.

Earlier research generally compared the two types of motivation and pointed
out that foreign language learners who possess integrative motivation are more likely
to become successful. But later research indicated that instrumental motivation could
also lead foreign language learners to achieve success. This is more obvious among
foreign language learners of third world countries (Brown, 2002).

2. Intrinsic and extrinsic motivation

Deci and Ryan (1985) classified the notion of motivation into two types:
intrinsic motivation and extrinsic motivation. They described it as, “intrinsic
motivation is in evidence whenever students’ natural curiosity and interest energize
their learning” (Deci & Ryan, 1985). In other words, the reasons for students to
engage in activities in order to study new knowledge and techniques is so they can
derive pleasure.

For extrinsic motivation, it means the behaviors of individuals are affected
by various situations of external events. Moreover, Takase (2007) stated that intrinsic
motivation involves the desire to learn, enjoyment, interest and the desire to embrace

one’s environment, while extrinsic motivation is related to the external issues of



rewards that the individual wants to serve the person’s needs, for example, money,

gold, houses, or food.

Reasons to study abroad

In today’s world, why are more and more students choosing to study abroad?
What motivates them to make this decision? Previous researchers have pointed out the
reasons why students selected to study abroad.

From the following contents, | can sum up those two main factors that
motivated the students into choosing to study abroad: 1) To get higher quality
education; 2) Enhance future career. According to Barnick (2006), Canadian students
regarded the experience of studying abroad as a form of investment. They tried to
become global citizens or internationally competent knowledge-workers by
experiencing a new culture and learning a foreign language in the host country.
American students believed that studying abroad would enhance their future careers
(Carlson, Burn, Useem, & Yachimowicz, 1990).

In addition, European students identified their major motivations to study
abroad as the following: learning a foreign language and gaining a deeper understanding
of the host country, developing self-knowledge, talents and potential, improving
career prospects, and obtaining an academic experience in another country (Maiworm
& Teichler, 1995). Some scholars also find that Asian students hold similar views to
Western students. Hamrick (2007), Pakistani students believed that through studying
abroad, they could obtain higher educational quality. They also believed that a degree
from a Western country would result in better career prospects. Moreover, Rizivi
(2000) points out that Malaysian students were motivated to pursue their studies
abroad in order to increase their competitiveness in the global labor markets.

Since every family in China has one-child, parents work very hard to
provide good education for their children. They typically expect their children to have
a better life in the future. In 2001, a survey conducted by China’s National Statistics
Bureau showed that more than 60% of Chinese families invest one-third of their
income in their children’s education (Mazzarol, Soutar, Smart, & Choo, 2001).

In addition, some scholars identify three factors that motivate Chinese students to

study abroad: the possibility of future migration opportunities after graduation; high-
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quality of education; and competitive lower tuition fees and costs of living (Hung,
Shive, Wang, & Diu, 2005).

Theoretical frameworks for studying abroad

This section presents two main theories. The first theory is Push-Pull
Theory. Many researchers have used different theories to explore students’ decision-
making processes to study abroad. In more recent years, in the field of education, the
push-pull study has been widely used. The second theory is the theory of Planned
Behavior which was proposed by Ajzen (1985). Each theory will be presented below.

Push-pull theory

The development of Push-Pull Theory is credited to an English geographer,
Ernst Ravenstein He created the “Law of Migration”, hypothesizing that migration is
governed by a ‘Push-Pull’ process (Rounsacille, 2011). On the one hand, the notion of
“Push” factors refer to negative factors that make an individual dissatisfied with his/
her old place, and which push him/ her to find a new place. On the other hand, a new
place has “Pull’ factors, positive factors that pull the individuals to move there
(Dorigo & Tobler, 1983).

Previous studies have shown that Chinese students selecting to study abroad
were influenced by the push-pull factors (Mazzarlo & Soutar, 2002). In the Push-Pull
theory, the push factors push students to go in quest of higher education in other
countries. The pull factor is a stimulus that pulls students to study abroad. Figure 1
shows the basic Push-Pull Theory in relation to student mobility (Rounsacille, 2011).

HOME
COUNTRY Push + Pull Factors

Figure 1 The push-pull model
Source: Rounsacille (2011, p. 62)
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Altbach (1998) conducted a study to examine push and pull factors that

make international students decide to study abroad. The results are summarized in

Table 1.

Table 1 Factors affecting a decision on studying abroad

Push factors

Pull factors

Receipt of scholarships for studies
abroad
Low quality of education

Insufficiency of research facilities

Lack of corresponding teaching
capabilities

Failure to pass examinations for school
admission

Advantages of foreign degrees

Discrimination against ethnic minorities

Poor political atmosphere

Scholarships for students from abroad

High standard of education
Advanced educational facilities

Presence of corresponding educational
capabilities

Financial assistance

Experience of life abroad

Suitable social, political, and economic
environment

Suitable political atmosphere

Source: Altbach (1998, p. 240)

Additionally, Mazzarol, Kemp and Savery (1996) pointed out 15 factors for

student’s choice of study abroad as follows:

1. Reputation of the host country

This point was contained in the “Pull” model of the host country that attracts

student’s choice, consisting of four sub factors as follows: a) the relative sizes of the

student’s home country economy as opposed to the host country; b) economic

linkages between the home and host countries; ¢) host nation political interests in the
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home country via foreign assistance or cultural links; and d) host nation support of
international students via scholarships or other assistance.

2. Reputation of the host institution(s)

The reputation of the institution was found to be an important factor in
motivating student destination choice (Mazzarol, 1994).

3. Safety

Safety of the host country has been accepted as a possible influencing factor
for student study destination choice in the Taiwanese context (Smart & Ang, 1995)
and the Australian context (ELICOS, 1995).

4. Cost or fees

The cost of study abroad has been identified as an issue for influencing
international students’ decision over study destination (Stewart & Felicetti, 1991).
And the cost of living must be considered as well as other factors such as part-time
job (Davis, 1995 cited in Mazzarol et al., 1996).

5. Visa cost

This point has been raised as a possible factor influencing international
student study destination choice. In Thailand, student visas cost only 1900 Baht per
year; thus, the Thailand visa cost is cheaper than western countries.

5.1 Historical or economic links between host country and home
country
The historical or economic links between the host country and the home

country from which the international student comes has been identified in previous
research as an important factor influencing destination choice (McMahon, 1992).

6. Availability of specific teaching programs

The availability of specific teaching programs (especially in science and
technology) within institutions of a particular country has been identified as a factor
likely to influence international student study destination choice (Lee & Tan, 1984).
In other words, when a host country has special science or technology that
international students need, then that has an effect on international student study
destination choice.
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7. Geographic proximity of host country

In previous research, the geographic proximity between host country and
home country has not been a strongly influencing issue on study destination choice,
but lately there may have been a change, as table 1 shows that international students
source, (China was on top), maybe has some effect nowadays.

8. Lifestyle in host country

The attractiveness of Australia’s physical environment and easy relaxed
lifestyle has been used as a promotional tool in international education marketing
(Crean, 1994 cited in Mazzarol, Kemp, & Savery, 1996). In Thailand, relaxed lifestyle
and less stress can maybe be a factor in influencing Chinese student’s destination
choice.

9. Climate in host country

For students taking short courses via ELICOS the issue of climate may be of
importance (ELICOS, 1995). Thailand is a warm and sunny climate country.

10. Recognition of qualifications by home country

The recognition of qualifications can also be attractive to students’
destination choice. For example, whenever a university has a strong reputation
through the propaganda of other sources in students’ home country, if this university’s
reputation and qualification are accepted by student s home country, then, the
students would be likely to choose it to be a destination country.

11. Family and friends in host country

This point was considered to be of more importance to international students
surveyed in Australia in recent years (ELICOS, 1995).

12. Plans for immigration

For this issue, it was more obvious in the western country; however, in
Thailand this factor is maybe irrelevant.

13. Value for money

Value is a personal concept. In Thailand, it might be the value for money is
seen in low prices, or the value for money is the quality | get for the price | pay.

14. Availability of scholarships or work

Use of scholarships to support international students to study abroad have

been identified as a factor influencing student study destination choice (McMahon,
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1992). And some part time job opportunities can also attract international student’s
choice.

Studies employed the push-pull theory

Next, I will review previous studies on international student decision-
making which used Push-Pull Theory as a theoretical framework.

Mazzarol et al. (1996) investigated 276 Indonesian and 254 Taiwanese
students. Sixty four percent of these students indicated they were planning to study
abroad. The push factors included the perception an overseas qualification is superior
to that of the home country, difficulty gaining entry to domestic institutions, the
perceived need to better understand Western culture, and the unavailability of certain
courses in the home country. These push factors drive students into international
education. Second, there were six pull factors that attract students to study in a
specific host country: knowledge and awareness, environment, social links, cost
issues, recommendations, and geographic proximity.

Finally, the researcher suggested that while the list of Push-Pull factors are
generally the same for students seeking an international education, the degree of
influence of these factors on students’ final decision is affected by the interaction of
these factors with students’ educational levels, home countries, and host country
preference.

Yang (2007) analyzed the push factors influencing the decisions of mainland
Chinese students to study abroad, for the pull factors mainly influenced mainland
Chinese students deciding on Australia as their study destination. Almost all the list of
Push-Pull factors were based on the list in Mazzarol’s studies listed earlier. In the first
stage of her study, Yang found 200 students who were considering studying abroad
and a sample of 65 respondents completed the survey, and during the second stage,
she conducted in-depth one-to-one interviews with 30 mainland Chinese students who
are currently studying in Australia, this number included undergraduates and
postgraduates’ students.

For the prospective students, the most important push factor motivating them
to seeking international study was their perception an overseas course was better than
their home country, and similarly with current international students who indicated

the most important factor pushing them to study abroad was the desire to obtain an
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internationally recognized qualification because they perceived an overseas course
was better than home country. The other two most important push factors were similar
as well for both groups of students: the difficulty of gaining admission to higher
education in china, and the intention of future migration to the host country. By
contrast, their desire to obtain a better understanding of Western culture was a less
important push factor for both groups of students.

There were differences in terms of pull factors or reasons for mainland
Chinese students deciding to study in Australia. For prospective students, the most
important pull factor was their belief that Australian higher education was of high
quality, but for current students this pull factor ranked third. Current students were
most influenced by the future migration opportunities available via Australia’s skilled
migration policy; this pull factor was ranked as second most important for prospective
students. In addition, lower tuition fees and cost of living in Australia as compared to
other host countries was second in importance for current students and third for
prospective students.

This study though not given as a purpose, the researcher finds valuable for
its comparison of the importance of Push-Pull factors between prospective students
and current international students in their decision to study abroad and choose the
destination country. The finding of differences in the importance of various pull
factors between the two groups implies that some change may occur in the importance
of these factors during the selection process.

Wilkins and Huisman (2010) investigated 160 current international students
about the factors influencing the decision of these students to study abroad and their
choice of destination country. The participants included 28 undergraduates and 132
postgraduates from a range of source countries (primarily Asian), studying at the
same research-intensive university in England. The researcher used the questionnaire
with the Push-Pull factors.

The push factors indicated that most important to their decision to study
abroad were to improve career prospects, to experience a different culture, and to
improve their English language skills. The pull factors indicated that most important
in their choice of the UK were quality of education, the high rankings of UK

institutions, better career prospects, and best for improving English language skills.
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Furthermore, for postgraduates, the short period of programs in the UK was a
significant attraction.

Finally, this research finding suggested that pull factors have become more
influential on students’ decisions to study abroad than push factors. They attribute this
to the recent improvement in the social, political, and economic conditions in many
source countries which have resulted in fewer push factors driving students abroad for
higher education. These improvements include the expansion of higher education
capacity in these countries meaning lack of capacity is becoming less important as a
push factor with fewer students mentioning this as a reason for seeking to study
abroad.

Theory of planned behavior

The Theory of Planned Behavior (TPB) was proposed by Ajzen (1985), it is
an extension of the Theory of Reasoned Action (TRA). TPB is a social psychological
theory. This theory focuses on how students form intentions and perform behaviors
while thinking about studying abroad. Therefore, it is also widely applied to explain
why students decided to study abroad.

TPB is a theory relationship between beliefs, attitudes, behavioral intentions,
and behaviors in various domains. It indicates that beliefs and their corresponding
attitudes influence intentions, which drive actual behavior.

According to Ajzen (1991), there are three broad categories of beliefs and
attitudes: a) Behavioral beliefs and attitudes; b) Normative beliefs and perceived

subjective norms; c) Control beliefs and perceived behavioral control (see Figure 2).
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Behavioral
beliefs and
Attitudes

Normative
beliefs and
Perceived
Subjective
Norms

Behavior

Control
beliefs and
Perceived
Behavioral

Figure 2 Model of theory of planned behavior
Source: Ajzen (1991, p. 182)

Behavioral beliefs and attitudes concerned with an individual’s perception of
the degree to which his or her behavior will influence a desired outcome (Ajzen,
1991). In the context of study abroad programs, the perception of how important
studying abroad is to career goals, or other personal goals (Goel, Jong & Schnusenberg,
2010). For example, Maringe and Carter (2007) conclude that African students chose
to study in England based on the belief that they could get a truly international higher
education experience. Relyea, Cocchiara and Studdard (2008) also found that a
student’s perceived career value increases the motivation to participate in a study
abroad program. Cusick (2009) indicated that study abroad programs in support of
sustainable education provide transformative learning experiences for students.

Normative beliefs and subjective norms refer to an individual’s perception
of a particular behavior, as influenced by the judgment of significant others (Ajzen,

1991). Like parents, teachers or friends are probably significant others. For example,



18

Pimpa (2005) investigated the impact of family types on Thai students’ international
education choices, and finds that family expectations have a strong influence on the
decision of undergraduate students to study abroad.

Control beliefs and perceived behavioral control refer to the perceived ease
or difficulty in performing the behavior. These could include factors that can facilitate
or impede performance of the behavior (Ajzen, 1985, 1991). In the context of study
abroad, factors such as cost, economic status, and scholarship opportunities and so on
would fit with control factors (Goel et al, 2010). Srikatanyoo and Gnoth (2005) focus
their research on the Thai students studying in New Zealand and a part of prospective
international students in Thailand. Finally, their research indicates that Thai students’
study abroad decision is influenced by six attributes: academic and supporting
facilities, academic staff performances, environmental conditions, entry requirements,
the academic reputation of a country, and the academic reputation of domestic
institutions. Salisbury, Umbach, Paulsen and Pascarella (2009) also did an
investigation with freshmen who decide to study abroad, and they found that students’
socioeconomic status and the social and the cultural capital accumulated before and
during their freshmen year strongly influenced their predisposition to participate in a
study abroad program.

In conclusion, the Theory of Planned Behavior pays more attention to
psychological factors, and it can be used to explain the reasons for students deciding
to study abroad.

Photo-elicitation interview

Photo elicitation is a data collection method exploiting photographic images
to help participants discuss their personal experience and impressions. According to
Harper (2002), photo elicitation has a physical basis: the parts of the brain that
process visual information are earlier than the parts that process verbal information.
Therefore, images evoke deeper a small part of human consciousness than do words;
exchanges based on words alone exploit less of the brain as processing images as well
as words. These may be some of the reasons the photo elicitation interview seems to
be not only an interview process that elicits more information, but also one that

evokes a different kind of information.
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Photo-elicitation was first named by researcher Collier (1957), an
anthropologist who studied migration caused by technological and economic change.
Collier emphasized that using photos in interviews, it can prod participant’s latent
memory and elicited longer and more comprehensive interviews. Recently, Photo-
elicitation interview has been employed in different fields, such as education (Nancy
& Sara, 2011), nursing (Riley & Manias, 2003), psychology (Salmon, 2001), social
work (Weinger, 1998), etc.

Advantages of photo elicitation include evoking the memory of participants
(Clark-1banez, 2004), making participants generate observation and awakening with
environment (Taylor, 2003), exposing subjective consciousness of participants (Lury,
1998), and providing informal framework (Clark-1banez, 2004). Additionally, photo
elicitation also provides visual information, verbal information, and thereby increases

qualitative research’s validity (Hurworth, 2003).

Chapter summary

To sum up, motivation is an internal force that pushes somebody to do
something. Previous studies have used the Push-Pull theory to investigate the
motivation of international students choosing to study abroad. Another theory is
Ajzen’s Theory of Planned Behavior. This theory also focuses on how students form
intentions and perform behaviors while thinking about studying abroad.

However, the most destination countries which are investigated are western
countries. Therefore, in this study, | will attempt to investigate the motivation of
international students choosing to study in Thailand.



CHAPTER 3
RESEARCH METHODS

This chapter presents the research methods of this study, consisting of six
sections as follows: research design, research instruments, data collection, validity
and reliability, data analysis, and ethical considerations respectively.

Research design

This study employed a mixed-method research approach to investigate
factors influencing international students’ motivation to study in Thailand. According
to Creswell (2012), a mixed-method research approach is a procedure for collecting
and analyzing the data by combining both quantitative and qualitative methods in a
study to better understand a research problem.

In this study, I used the explanatory sequential mixed-method design
(Creswell, 2012). This design collects quantitative and qualitative data sequentially in
two phases. The quantitative data was collected first, and the qualitative data was
collected to elaborate the quantitative results (Creswell, 2012). Figure 3 illustrates the
procedure of this design.

Quantitative Qualitative data

data collection FOHO_W collection and | _
and analysis up with analysis nterpretation

Figure 3 Model of the explanatory sequential design
Source: Creswell (2012, p. 541)

For the purpose of this study, I collected the quantitative data about factors
influencing international student’s motivation to study in Thailand by using a
guestionnaire. The quantitative data provided a general picture to answer the research
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problems. After that, | collected the qualitative data to specifically refine, extend, or
explain the general picture by using the photo-elicitation interview technique.

This mixed-method research approach provides a better understanding of the research
problem, and it is persuasive (Creswell, 2012).

Population and participants

The population in this study was all international students at Burapha
University, Thailand. In this study, there were two types of participants: survey
participants and photo-elicitation interview participants. The description of each type
will be presented below.

Survey participants

The expected number of participants was 210 international students from
different nationalities at Burapha University, Thailand (Krejcie & Morgan, 1970).
This number was calculated by using the following logics.

According to the statistics of Burapha University, the total number of
international students is 550. Out of this number, there are 24 nationalities. Among
those nationalities, there are only six countries (China, Indonesia, Cambodia,
Vietnam, Lao, and Korea) that have more than 10 students. As a result, | decided to
choose those international students from those six countries as a target group.

After collecting the data, the number of participants who returned the
questionnaires was 231 students, this number was more than expected, therefore,
| decided to use them all. All these students included undergraduate and graduate
students. There were 115 male students and 116 female students. There were five
nationalities: 87 Chinese students, 15 Lao students, 84 Cambodian students, 40
Vietnamese students and 5 Korean students.

Photo-elicitation interview participants

In this study, the number of interview participants is five students from each
nationality. The participants who | chose, they provided a rich understanding of the

phenomenon. The participants’ basic information is as below:
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Years
Name Nationality Gender Major Faculty Degree  stayin
Thailand
) Tourism Management
P1 Cambodia Male ) B.A 3 years+
Management and Tourism
Visual Arts Fine and
P2 Korea Female ) ) Ph.D  8years+
& Design Applied Arts
) Visual Arts Fine and
P3 China Male ) ) M.A 1 year
& Design Applied Arts
Health
Education ]
P4 Lao Male Public Health B.A 3 years
and Health
Behavior
Humanities
PS5 Vietnam Female  and Social - Ph.D -
Sciences

Table 2 shows the detailed information of the interview participants.

The participants were from each nationality, studying in different majors and different

degrees. There were three males and two female participants. The participants had

stayed in Thailand from 1-8 years. This information indicated that the participants in

this study were diverse enough to gain a variety of data.

Research instruments

In this study, I used the questionnaire for my quantitative data collection and

the photo elicitation interview for my qualitative data collection. The details of each

research instrument were as follows:
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1. Questionnaire

In this study, | developed a questionnaire to investigate motivation to study
in Thailand based on the Push-Pull Theory framework (Mazzarol et al., 1996).
The framework consists of 15 aspects as follows: 1) reputation of the host country,
2) reputation of the host institution(s), 3) safety, 4) cost or fees, 5) visa cost,
6) historical or economic links between host country and home country, 7) availability
of specific teaching programs, 8) geographic proximity of host country, 9) lifestyle in
host country, 10) climate in host country, 11) recognition of qualifications by home
country, 12) family and friends in host country, 13) plans for immigration, 14) value
for money, 15) availability of scholarships or work.

| designed the questionnaire in English and later translated or asked the
experts to translate the questionnaire into the native language of the participants.
To avoid misunderstanding, there were no negative or reverse items. The participants’
opinions were measured using a four-level scale.

The numerical representations of the scales are as follows:

1 = Strongly disagree
2 = Disagree

3 = Agree

4 = Strongly agree

The data collection was approved by the Institutional Review Board (IRB) at
Burapha University, Thailand. The data collection was completed in May, 2015.

The questionnaire items were validated by experts prior to data collection.

The expert evaluated the Item Objective Congruence (10C) used the ratings
good and not good. For the contents, which were not good, the experts provided
written comments, and | revised it according to the experts’ suggestions.

2. Photo-elicitation interview

The interview method that | decided to use in this study was the photo-
elicitation interview technique. This technique has been employed in many fields,
including visual anthropology, visual ethnography, sociology, news photography, and
art history. In the education field, several scholars started using the photo elicitation

technique, and it has currently become popular (Douglas, 2002).
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In this study, after the participants completed the questionnaire, | chose five
students (one from each nationality) to study in-depth about the reasons why the
decisions were made. The criteria to select participants were as follows: willingness to
participate, and volunteer to be a participant (Stake, 1995). These criteria were used
because they maximize an understanding of this study.

To conduct the photo-elicitation interview, | first loaned a camera to the
participants or let them use their own camera, and told them to take pictures that
represented their reasons for coming to Thailand. | emphasized to them the
importance of thinking about the reasons before they came to Thailand, not when they
are already in Thailand. I also accompanied the participants to clarify any directions if
they needed me to. Finally, after the participants finished taking pictures, we went to
find a quiet place to talk about the pictures. | used guided questions to elicit the data
from the participants as follows: Can you tell me about this picture? How does this
picture represent your motivation to come to Thailand? Can you give me examples?

Validity and reliability of research instruments

To validate the research instruments, | asked three experts to check the
validity. Firstly, | asked them to write specific comments for each questionnaire
statement. After receiving the comments, | revised the research instruments and tried

them out with a group of students who have similar characteristics to the participants.

Data collection

The questionnaire was distributed face to face to the participants, for the
questionnaire of Vietnam students and Korean students | sought the help of a teacher
in the nursing faculty and international college. | took the questionnaire to meet each
student from each nationality and asked them to give to their friends to complete it
also. After completing the questionnaire, | employed the photo-elicitation interview in
order to get in-depth information. Before | interviewed participants, | asked them to
go outside to take pictures together, but most participants had pictures about Thailand
already. Therefore, | asked them to send me an email before the interview, and saved

it in my Ipad, and then went to meet my participants to carry out an interview.
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Data analysis

Quantitative data analysis. The quantitative data in this study was from the
questionnaire. The data was analyzed by using a computer software program.
Descriptive statistics (frequency, percentage, and graphs) were used to analyze and
represent the data. To analyze the differences among nationalities, one-way ANOVA
was employed.

Qualitative data analysis. The qualitative data analysis in this study was
from the photo-elicitation interview. To analyze the data, | transcribed the interviews
first. Then, I coded the data. The codes were grouped into themes. While coding,

| wrote my reflections and hunches to generate themes.

Ethical considerations

Primarily, the principles and regulations of the ethical considerations at
Burapha University were closely observed in this study. Secondly, the participants’
information was kept confidential in order to protect their rights and privacy.
Thirdly, for the photos used in this paper, | received permission from the participants
to use them for research purposes. Fourthly, the purpose and procedures of the study
aimed at discovering the motivation of international students deciding to study in
Thailand, were thoroughly explained. When reporting the data, the participants’ real
names were not included. Three years after this research is completed, all the data will
be deleted and shredded.

Chapter summary

In conclusion, | used a mixed-method research approach to investigate
factors influencing international students’ motivation to study in Thailand. For the
process of the data collection, I collected the quantitative data through a questionnaire
and the qualitative data through a photo-elicitation interview method. The data
analysis of the quantitative data was conducted using a computer software program
and the analysis of the qualitative data was conducted using a coding method.



CHAPTER 4
RESULTS

This chapter presents the findings on the factors influencing international
student’s motivation to enrol in international programs in Thailand. The findings
reported in this chapter consist of two major parts: quantitative results from the
questionnaire and qualitative results from the photo-elicitation interview. The content

of this chapter is presented based on the research questions.

Before answering the research questions, the participants’ demographic
information is shown in Table 3.

Table 3 The number of participants and percentage reported by gender

Gender N Percentage
Male 115 49.8

Female 116 50.2
Total 231 100

Table 3 shows the total number of international students was 231,
comprising of 115 males (49.8%) and 116 females (50.2%).

Table 4 The number of participants and percentage reported by nations

Nationality N

Percentage
Chinese 87 37.7
Cambodian 84 36.4
Vietnamese 40 17.3
Lao 15 6.5
Korean 5 2.2

Total 231 100




Table 4 shows the total number of international students was 231,
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comprising of 87 Chinese students (37.7%), 84 Cambodian students (36.4%), 15 Lao
students (6.5%), 40 Vietnamese students (17.3%), and 5 Korean students (2.2%).

Research question 1: What factors influence international students’

motivation to enrol in international programs in Thailand?

To answer this research question, the data from the questionnaire and the

photo-elicitation interview was used. Table 5 below presents average scores and

standard deviations of the factors reported by the participants.

Table 5 Mean and standard deviation of the factors determining the decision to study

in Thailand

Factors X SD Rank
1. Reputation of the host country 2.69 0.64 8
2. Reputation of the host institution(s) 2.71 0.62 7
3. Safety 2.76 0.81 4
4. Cost or fees 2.52 0.55 9
5. Visa cost 2.73 0.66 5
6. Historical or economic links between host country 2.76 0.63 4
and home country
7. Availability of specific teaching programs 2.72 0.48 6
8. Geographic proximity of host country 3.10 0.69 1
9. Lifestyle in host country 2.82 0.53 3
10. Climate in host country 2.73 0.57 5
11. Recognition of qualifications by home country 3.00 0.78 2
12. Family and friends in host country 221 0.50 12
13. Plans for immigration 2.24 0.96 11
14. Value for money 2.38 1.07 10
15. Availability of scholarships or work 217 0.55 13
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Table 5 presents the ranking of 15 factors influencing international students
to study in Thailand. As shown in the table, the first five ranks are: geographic

proximity of host country ( X = 3.10, SD = 0.69), recognition of qualifications by
home country ( X = 3.00, SD =0.78), lifestyle in host country ( X = 2.82, SD = 0.53),
historical or economic links between host country and home country (X = 2.76, SD =
0.63), safety ( X =2.76, SD =0.81), climate in host country (X =2.73, SD =0.57),

and visa cost ( X = 2.73, SD=0.66). In order to help readers understand the results

more clearly, the bar graph below is presented:

Figure 4 The mean of 15 factors for international students choosing Thailand as their
study destination

This bar graph above shows the mean score of the 15 factors for international
students choosing Thailand as their study destination. The mean of each factor was
relatively similar.

Results of the photo-elicitation interviews

This section presents the analysis of the photo-elicitation interview.

The analysis found six themes: culture, life style, environment, education and
working, economy and technology, and recommendation from a friend. Each theme
will be presented below:
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1. Culture

All participants mentioned that culture was the reason that they decided to
choose Thailand as their study destination. That is an incontrovertible fact that when
international students come to stay in a second country, everyone wants to know the
culture about this country even when it is not relevant to his or her major.

For example, in an interview, a participant from China chose the photo of
the sculpture artwork and a temple in Chiang Mai to explain his first motivation.
In this point, he mentioned about three things: traditional handcraft culture, Buddhist
culture, and manifestation of Buddhist architecture. Figure 5 below illustrates the

detail of point.

.

Figure 5 Thailand sculpture art work

P3: I came to Thailand about one year ago. | felt a strong sense of culture
and heavy cultural foundation. This point affected me to choose to study in Thailand.
I took this picture when | traveled in Chiangmai. It gave me deep feelings that Thai
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people spend their own time to do these things. In other words, they try to keep the
traditional civilian arts in memory, For me this thing is not about making money,

or the value and price are very low, and the practical price of these handicrafts are
embodied in decoration, so market of handicrafts is not very good. But Thai people
still spend their own time to do these things, so | personally admire them. In my
hometown, it is different from here. In my country, most people only follow the
money or they just do the things which can make much more money and faster.

In my opinion, I think most Thai people they like to do the thing that they really love.
And another reason that my major is design, so | want to learn more about handicraft,
or some stories, everything about handicraft | also want to know more, and | think the

Thai handicraft is wonderful.

Figure 6 A temple in Chiangmai

P3: This picture is an old temple in Chiangmai, Thailand is a Buddhist
country. Here there are many stories about Buddhism, and they put more attention on
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the Buddhist architecture as well. For me, I’m interested in it, so this is an important
reason to make me decide to study in Thailand.

The next example was from a participant from Korea. She chose the photo
of a graduation ceremony of the first-year students, majoring in product design at Fine
Art Faculty to explain her reason.

 Product Design # 1

Burapha University

Figure 7 Graduation of the first students in major product design at Fine Art Faculty

P2: I think I chose here because of an important reason. When | saw the Thai
students, it made me miss my school days in Korea. At that time, teachers taught you,
encouraged you...the students have to be polite, in this atmosphere. You felt warm,
but as the rapid development of Korea becomes more competitive for students, they
didn’t have so much time to take care about them by parents, most of them were
focused on developing themselves, so that makes everyone feel tired. Even now,
when | go back to my country to visit my study place, this traditional culture had
faded away. However, Thailand still keeps this good traditional culture, students are
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polite. No matter how far Thailand will develop in the future, but I hope this
traditional culture could still keep and it be passed down.

The next example was from a Cambodian participant. He chose a picture,
which was a similar culture between Thailand and Cambodia to share his opinion as

shown in Figure 8.

© Anders Jiras

THAI KHMER

Figure 8 The similar culture between Thailand and Cambodia
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P1: Thailand has similar culture with my home country, so I am not worried
about the problem of the culture.
The last example was from a Lao participant. He chose a picture, which was

taken in a high school in Thailand and shares his opinion.

Figure 9 An activity in high school

P4: 1 chose to study in Thailand because | wanted to know about the culture
of Thailand. Even though the culture of Thailand was similar to my country, I still
want to know about it. | want to see it through my eyes. | want to know what they do,
and what they think.

2. Life style

This point has strong support from all of the participants. Every participant
talked about their study abroad life in Thailand. This point included cost of living,
friendly people, travel, and less stress. The details are as follow:
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2.1 Cost of living
The cost of living in Thailand is cheaper than western countries.
The example below was from a participant. He said that if comparing with their

country, the cost of living is also cheaper.

Figure 10 A shopping mall in Thailand

P3: If compared with my country, the cost of living in Thailand is
cheaper, in here you can taste many kinds of foods for much less money.

2.2 Friendly people

Thai people made a friendly impression on international students.
They think most Thai friends are kind and pleasant to be around. The next examples

come from the participants sharing their opinions.
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Figure 11 At Bangsaen

P4: In this photo, they were all my Thai friends. | chose it because even
though I came here alone, but I never felt lonely. My Thai friends they’re friendly and
kind to me, we can chat together, and we can be good friends. | have lots of Thali
friends now, and they did many kind things for me, for example, when | can’t
understand some knowledge points in the class, they helped me to translate it or
explain it in easy words, whenever | have any questions, | can talk with them any
time.

The next example also talked about the friendliness of Thai people, this
participant was from Korea, and she also shares her opinion that Thai people have

always been friendly with her:
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Figure 12 Relax time with Thai students and teacher

P2: when | stay in my home country, | heard that Thailand is a smiling
country that means Thai people are friendly. | remember when | came to Thailand,
I can’t speak Thai, but some Thai teachers were kind to come to help me, and they
still help me a lot. | felt warm when | stayed with them.

2.3 Travel

Studying abroad also provides an opportunity to travel. This point is a
convenient attraction for international students. They can study in a second country,
and can also travel around in this country. They think that’s a good experience as

well. The example below was from a Cambodian participant.
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Figure 13 Go to travel with my friends

P1: Studying in a second country has the opportunity to travel. When you
travel to the place which is outside your country, you can learn more experience and
widen your horizon.

2.4 Less stress

Every participant thinks that the life in Thailand is slow and relaxed,
competition is not strong like in their home country, and the next example was

explained by a participant who comes from China:
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Figure 14 A glass of drink

P3: I think Thai people, whatever they did, most of them were like
“zhaiyanyan”, they like to take their time, so, the pace of life here is slow, and less
stressful here, including the low competition between people, therefore, the life here
is easier and more comfortable.

The example below explained by a Korean participant, she takes two

photos to share her opinion.

Figure 15 Mangrove forest at Chonburi (1)



39

Figure 16 Activities at the opening ceremony of 2 great artists

P2: the life here compared with my home country, | think here is more
comfortable. If you work in my home country, you would feel more stress. The picture
one (Figure 15) is taken at a mangrove forest in Meuang Chonburi district during my
vacation, and the second one (Figure 16) is taken when 1I’m a participant in the
opening ceremony of 2 great artists. The reason is based on the natural environment
easily working two jobs which are both teaching and joining art activities.

3. Environment

Whether you chose which country to be your study abroad place, the
environment is a requirement which the international students must consider. For the
environment of Thailand, most of participants think here is good for study, good for
work, and have a good natural environment. The example below was shared by a

Korean participant.
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Figure 17 Mangrove forest at Chonburi (2)

P2: Why | choose this picture? Yes, | like staying with nature. When | first
came to Thailand, | stayed in Bangkok, and the environment was crowded and noisy.
When | came to Bangsaen, | feel here has a comfortable environment. It gives me that
sense of warmth. Another reason is this picture looks like my life, here is a mangrove
forest at Chonburi, when you walk here you’ll feel the fresh air, and sometime you
can see clay, sometime you can see the sea, and sometime you’ll feel high winds,
actually I went to many places, but I like here so much, because it will remind me of
my own life. In this picture you can see a wooden bridge, actually it has been repaired
several times, because many people walk here, and sometimes this wooden bridge
becomes broken, so staff here have restored it again. It’s also like our life, for me I’'m
working here, and I’'m also a student here, because I’m working with my thesis as
well, anyway, in everyday life we have to improve our self, learning to adjust
yourself.

The next example was shared by a participant who comes from China.

He explained his opinion by a photo, which was taken in a coffee shop at Bangsaen:



Figure 18 Coffee shop at Bangsaen

P3: I think Thailand has a good environment for work. When you stay alone
outside your home country, you have your own time to do anything you want. When |
study in Thailand, | can stay at a coffee shop all afternoon, order a cup of coffee, open
my laptop, | can do anything | want, | like it and enjoy this work time, because the
quiet environment could help me to eliminate all distractions and it’s easy to
concentrate on the things that | do.

4. Education and working

Based on the answers from the participants, five sub themes were found:
teaching method, academic exchange opportunity, scholarship, benefit to finding a job
back home and easy to find a job in Thailand. The details are as follow:

4.1 Teaching method

Every country has different teaching methods and the focus of instruction
is also different. In this research, some students reported that the teaching method of
Thailand is different to their home countries. For example, some participants
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mentioned that Thai teachers let the students try many methods in their own projects
to explore the right way, but the teachers of his or her home country told the students
directly which is the right way. Some participants said that the teaching method in
Thailand was learning by doing. In other words, in the class not only learning
knowledge, but also have practice. Students could use the knowledge from the class
and apply it in real situations. And Thailand also has better technology. Figure 19 and
Figure 20 presents examples of the teaching method that the participants reported:

Figure 19 The student was able to practice his project

P3: 1 think | prefer the Thai teaching method. The teaching method is
different from my country. In my country, mostly the teacher will teach you how to
do things the right way and how to do the right things. But in Thailand it is not like
that. The teacher will allow you to try many ways, let you experience that, and let you
to find the right way by yourself, in other words, Thailand considers the procedures.

So the teaching method is quite different.
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The next example was by a participant from Lao, through a photo he also
explained his opinion.

Figure 20 Class time

P4: | prefer the teaching method of Thailand. Because the method here is
learning by doing, in other words, in the class not only learning knowledge, but also
you have the opportunity to practice.

4.2 Academic exchange opportunity

When | interviewed the participants, | heard an interesting point that
Thailand has a better academic exchange program. Some Faculties in the University
have invited professors from other countries to communicate with the students.

The next examples were explained by a participant; this picture was taken in
Singapore when the participants went there for academic exchange with the faculty;
he shares his opinion as below:
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Figure 21 A building in Singapore

P3: Before | came here, | heard Thailand has better academic exchange.
This program is better than my University where | studied before. We have the
opportunity to learn more in other countries and that was what | wanted. So after |
arrived here, in my faculty we have a chance to go to Korea, Japan, Italy, and
Singapore... this is really good news for us. In my class, we chose Singapore as this

country. This country pays attention to art, there we can see many different art works.
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Figure 22 A professor comes from India to Fine Art Faculty in Burapha University

for experts’ lecture

P3: Another situation was the faculty where | was studying invited a
professor from India to our class, we can have communication with this professor face
to face. I think this way has advantages for students, first we not only learn the
knowledge in Thailand, but also can learn the knowledge from other countries, second
it is convenient for the student who has financial difficulty to go to another country.

4.3 Scholarship

No matter in which country, scholarship undoubtedly is the best
motivation for international students. In this research, the students who got the
scholarship they mostly came from Lao, Cambodia, and Vietnam. The examples

below were shared by a Cambodian participant.
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Figure 23 The students who got the scholarship take a photo with the Thai Princess

P1: When | came to study in Thailand it has an important reason in that |
got the scholarship from the Thai Princess.

4.4 Benefit to finding a job back home

In general, most people think the students who study abroad that he/ she
has lots of experience. Therefore, most international students they think if they study
in a second country and find some part-time job as well, these experiences will be
helpful for them finding a job back in their home country.

The example below was shared by a Cambodian participant. It’s a general
idea in Cambodia. If you could study abroad, you must be an outstanding person.
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Figure 24 Thai alphabet
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P1: In my hometown, the person who graduated from outside the country,
they were able to have more opportunity to find a job. Because they think that
overseas returnees were equipped with rich experience and extensive knowledge.

4.5 Easy to find a part-time job in Thailand

For some international students, they think that it is easy to find a part
time job in Thailand, so they decided to come to Thailand. Most jobs they do are

teacher, waiter, singer at small pub, and so on.

Figure 25 Part-time job

P4: It’s easy to find a part-time job in Thailand. | have been working in a
restaurant at Bangsaen, and sometimes I’m a singer at a small pub. | don’t want to
stay at only one place, | want to know new friends, | want to study how to make Thai
food, it’s interesting, | think | do something is better than staying in my room.
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5. Economy and technology
For the Lao and Korean students, they think Thailand has good economic
links with their home country, and Lao student said that Thailand has better

technology than his home country.

Figure 26 Inthe class

P4: Thailand has better technology than my hometown, most of my
hometown’s schools, they didn’t have computers to support students studying.
Moreover, | can learn the professional knowledge which | never learned before in my
hometown. So | decided to study in Thailand.

6. Recommendation from friend

In recent years, along with the growth of a high number of foreign students,
especially there are a number of students’ who come from Asian countries. Therefore,
some international students come to Thailand after receiving a recommendation from

their friends. The next example was explained by a participant who comes from
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Cambodia, he said that he remembers when his senior recommended this university to
him, the senior shows this photo:

Figure 27 Burapha University

P1: I came here has a reason, it was my senior recommended here to me.
At first, she told me about two universities, one is Chulalonggorn, and the other one is
Burapha. | considered that to get into Chulalonggorn was so difficult, and another
reason is Burapha has a major which | am interested in. And my senior told me this

major was very famous in Burapha.
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Research question 2: Are there any differences in students’ motivation
by nationality?
To answer this research question, the data from the questionnaire was

presented in the table 6 and 7 as below; the data was also analyzed by using a

computer software program. We can see the detailed data as below:

Table 6 The result of ANOVA analysis

Sum of squares df Mean square F Sig.
Between groups 2.65 4 0.66 6.35 0.00
Within groups 23.56 226 0.10
Total 26.21 230

An analysis of variance showed that the effect of nationality on students’
motivation was significant, F (4,226) = 6.35, p = 0.00, which is below 0.05. For the
specific groups differences, we can find this out in the multiple comparisons table,
which is Table 7 as below:

Table 7 Mean difference and significance of each nationalities students

(1) Nation (J) Nation Mean difference (1-J) Sig.
Chinese Cambodian 0.22° 0.00
Lao 0.22 0.63

Vietnam 0.034 1.00

Korean 0.29" 0.04

Cambodian Chinese -0.22° 0.00
Lao 0.01 1.00

Vietnam -0.19" 0.03

Korean 0.07 0.95
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Table 7 (Continued)

(1) Nation (J) Nation Mean difference (1-J) Sig.
Lao Chinese -0.22 0.63
Cambodian -0.01 1.00

Vietnam -0.19 0.83

Korean 0.068 1.00

Vietnam Chinese -0.03 1.00
Cambodian 0.19° 0.03

Lao 0.19 0.83

Korean 0.26 0.08

Korean Chinese -0.29 0.04
Cambodian -0.07 0.95

Lao -0.07 1.00

Vietnam -0.26 0.08

From the results, we know that there are significant differences between the
groups as a whole. We can see from table 7 which shows that there is significant
difference in time to complete the problem between the group that took the Chinese
and Cambodian (p = 0.00), Chinese and Korean (p = 0.15), as well as between the
Cambodian and Vietnam (p = 0.03). However, there were no differences between the
groups which the p > 0.05.

Chapter summary

The analysis of quantitative data showed that there werel5 factors
influencing the international student’s choice to study in Thailand. The first five
factors are geographic proximity of host country, recognition of qualifications by
home country, lifestyle in host country, historical or economic links between host
country and home country, safety, climate in host country, and visa cost. The analysis
of qualitative data shows there are 6 main factors that influence the international
student’s choice, it includes (1) education and working (teaching method, academic
exchange, scholarship, benefit to finding a job back in home country and easy to find
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a job in Thai), (2) life style (cost of living, friendly, travel and less stress), (3) culture,
(4) environment, (5) economy and technology, (6) recommended from friends.

These 6 themes have different points and similar points with the push-pull theory, we
could see that life style, scholarship, benefit of finding a job back home, economy and
technology, they are similar with the theory. But I also discovered some points are
different with the theory; most participants think that the teaching method in Thailand
was different to their home country, most of them like the teaching method of
Thailand; academic exchange could help students to expand their vision; finally we
have two points which are very important that are culture and environment, because
every participant supported these two points, everyone wants to learn the culture of
Thailand, especially the student who study about fine art, and everyone agreed that

the environment of Thailand was suitable for study.



CHAPTER 5
DISCUSSION, CONCLUSION, AND RECOMMENDATIONS

The objectives of this study investigate into what factors influence
international students’ motivation to enrol in the international programs in Thailand,
and are there any differences in students’ motivation by nationality. This chapter
discusses the findings of the qualitative and quantitative analysis, conclusion and
recommendations for further study.

Discussion of the findings

This chapter shows that many factors were influencing international
students’ motivation to enrol in the international programs at Burapha University,
Thailand and it also showed a difference in students’ motivation by nationality.

The underlying problem is to better understand the motivation of international
students insomuch as to why they choose to study in Thailand, even though Thailand
is not an English country. The answers perhaps contribute to the English instructional
program of Thailand. Therefore, this study was decided upon for the investigation.

The finding of quantitative data indicated that there were five factors most
effecting the international students’ decision, the detail is provided below:

1. Geographic proximity of host country, most international students chose
to study in Thailand because it was close to their home country, this was also
corroborated by the finding of qualitative data which also indicated that a student who
came from Cambodia, he said that he chose Thailand because it was close to his
home, it was convenient and saved money compared to back home. This pull factor is
consistent with Mazzarol et al. (1996) study investigated that international students
who choose not to study in Australia, the results of this study indicated there were six
pull factors that attracted students to study in a specific host country, geographic
proximity was one of them.

2. Recognition of qualifications by home country, the interview data also
provided by a Cambodian student saying that if you study aboard, you can learn more

experience which you were unable to learn within your home country, it could
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increase your ability and expand your view. This push factor was inconsistent with
other recent studies, such as Yang (2007) in Australia, Wilkins and Huisman (2010)
in England.

3. Life style in host country, the results of the interviews show that most
students like the life style in Thailand, especially my interview participants showed
that everyone supported this point. Because the cost of living was cheaper than their
home country and Thai people are very kind and friendly. This pull factor is
consistent with some recent studies, such as Yang (2007) the results of study provided
that lower tuition fees and cost of living in Australia as compared to other host
countries was second in importance for current students and third for prospective
students. Mazzarol et al. (1996) provided that of six pull factors that attracted students
choosing to study in a host country, cost is an important consideration.

4. Historical or economic links between host country and home country&
safety, the finding of the interview also indicated that many countries have good
economic links with Thailand, such as China, Cambodia and Korea, and for the safety
because they think that Thai people are friendly, therefore, Thailand was a safe
country. The Economic links factor was consistent with Wilkins and Huisman
(2010). Perhaps because of the cultural differences, the factor of safety is inconsistent
with other recent studies.

5. Climate in host country & visa cost. Most students may like the hot
weather of Thailand and its casual atmosphere. For the visa cost, if compared with
western countries, the visa of Thailand was cheaper and easier to get. This factor is
different with Yang (2007), the findings of this study indicated that students choosing
to study in Australia were most influenced by the future migration opportunities
available.

The results of photo-elicitation interviews showed that 6 themes influenced
the international student’s decision. The first three factors are culture, environment
and life style, the theme of life style included cost of living, friendliness and travel.

In the interview, every participant was very supportive of these three factors.
Another three were education and working, this point included teaching method,
academic exchange, scholarships, the benefit of finding a job back home, easy to find

a job in Thailand; economy and technology; and recommendation from friend.
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By reason of different locations and different social backgrounds, we could find some
different points from the interview results.

1. Culture, this point has strong support from the participants. Most international
students wanted to learn the culture of Thailand, and Thailand has extra Buddhist
culture. Especially the student who studied in art or design, they wanted to explore the
traditional art culture of Thailand, and it could give them inspiration in their art
works. This push factor is consistent with Mazzarol et al. (1996), Wilkins and
Huisman (2010), study provided that most important to international students’
decision to study abroad was to experience a different culture.

2. Environment, this push factor is consistent with Mazzarol et al. (1996),
it also has strong support by every participant. Most of them considered that the
environment of Thailand has less stress; the university was close to the sea, and life
was very slow. Therefore, they think here is suitable for study. A participant
explained that the quiet and comfortable environment could help you to eliminate
your distractions, and you could easily concentrate on the things you want to do.

3. Life style, this pull factor is coinciding exactly with the quantitative
results, and every interview participant was strongly supportive of it. The participants
perceived that cost of living in Thailand is cheaper than their home country, and most
Thai people are friendly and kind, during the study, they can also travel to other
countries, because Thailand is close to other Southeast Asian countries.

4. Education and working. For this pull factor it was found that some points
are consistent with recent studies, such as the benefit of finding a job back home.

The participants provided that in their home country, most people believe the person
who studies abroad has a lot of experience and knowledge, students abroad could
contribute to the nation. It is consistent with Wilkins and Huisman (2010), study
which provided that international students chose to study abroad because of better
career prospects. Other points were availability of scholarships and ease to find a job
in Thailand, these two points were consistent with the push-pull theory of Mazzarol
et al. (1996), most international students got their scholarships from the Princess of
Thailand, and the participants indicated that if you could speak Thai or English, you
can easily find a part-time job in Thailand to alleviate any economic burden.
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Another two points were that teaching method and academic exchange was
inconsistent with recent studies, the participants provided two aspects that Thailand
has different teaching methods to their home country, particularly that Thai teachers
were almost all focused on the study process of students, and let students try many
learning methods for the right way, and observed that when students met problems,
how they solved it. Another one is Thailand mostly uses learning by doing for
students, in other words, the students not only learn knowledge in the classroom, but
teacher also asked students to practice it in their living. For academic exchange, the
participant indicated that even though they came to study abroad already, but here has
the opportunity for academic exchange activity, that also benefits their study.

5. Economy and technology, perhaps because of different location, this point
IS inconsistent with recent studies, the participants confirmed that the economic link
did have an effect on their decision, particularly for those from China and Korea,
because Thailand has good economic links with their home country. On the other
hand, the participant from Lao said that Thailand has better technology; he could learn
more here.

6. Recommendation from friend, this pull factor is consistent with Mazzarol
et al. (1996), whose study indicated that recommendations are effective for
international students’ decision. Some of the participants in this study stated that they

come to study in Thailand because they are recommended by their friends or a senior.

Conclusion

This study was focused on the international students’ motivation to study
abroad. The study purpose was to investigate what factors influence international
students’ motivation to choose to study in Thailand. In this study, | investigated five
nationalities of students; these were Chinese, Laotian, Cambodian, Vietnamese and
Korean.

The first purpose of the study was to investigate what factors influence
international students’ motivation to enrol in the international programs in Thailand.
From the results it was shown that 15 factors of push-pull theory influenced
international students’ motivation, the first five factors having higher ranks were

geographic proximity of host country, recognition of qualifications by home country,
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lifestyle in host country, economic links between host country and home country,
safety, climate in host country and visa cost. Other new factors from the photo-
elicitation interview were culture, environment, teaching method, academic exchange,
and benefit of finding a job back home. To sum up, investigated results showed that
the factors influencing international students’ decision were dominated by pull factors
more than the push factors. In other words, these pull factors are the advantages of
studying in Thailand.

The second purpose of the study was to investigate whether there were any
differences in students’ motivation by nationality. The results showed that the Chinese
were different to Cambodian and Korean, and also that Cambodia has a difference

with Vietnam.

Recommendations

From the results of the study analysis and the conclusion, there are some
recommendations for further study as follows:

1. Different nationalities of international students should be added; the
finding would be more interesting.

2. For the photo-elicitation interview method, it may not be well known in
Asian countries, therefore, before using it with your participant, you should explain
more about this method to your participant.

3. Student numbers of each nationality in interviews should include more

than one person-that would be better for your analysis.



REFERENCES

Aggarwal, J. C. (1996). Principles, methods & techniques of teaching. New Delhi:
Vikas Publishing House PVT.

Ajzen, 1. (1985). From intentions to actions: A theory of planned behavior. In J.
Kuhl & J. Beckman (Eds.), Action-control: From cognition to behavior
(pp. 11-39). Heidelberg, Germany: Springer.

Ajzen, 1. (1991). The theory of planned behavior. Organizational Behavior and
Human Decision Processes, 50, 179-211.

Altbach, P. G. (1998). Comparative higher education: Knowledge, the university,
and development. Hong Kong: University of Hong Kong.

Barnick, H. (2006). Personal motivations, political pathways: Canadian university
students studying in Australia. Master’s thesis, Concordia University.

Bodycott, P. (2009). Choosing a higher education study abroad destination-What
mainland Chinese parents and students rates as important. Journal of
Research in International Education, 8(3), 349-373.

Bohm, A., Davis, D., Meares, D., & Pearce, D. (2002). Global student mobility 2025,
forecast of demand for international education. Sydney: IDP Education
Australia.

Brown, H. D. (2001). Teaching by principles: An interactive approach to language
pedagogy (2" ed.). San Francisco: Longman.

Brown, H. D. (2002). Principles of language learning and teaching. Bei Jing:
Foreign Language Teaching and Research.

Bureau of international cooperation strategy, Ministry of Education, Thailand.
(n.d.). Retrieved from http://inter.mua.go.th/main2/article.php?id=337

Carlson, J. S., Burn, B. B., Useem, J., & Yachimowicz, D. (1990). Study abroad:
The experience of American undergraduates. Westport, CT: Greenwood.

Clark-1banez, M. (2004). Framing the social world with photo-elicitation interviews.
American Behavioral Scientist, 47(12), 1507-1527.

Collier, J. (1957). Photography in anthropology: A report on two experiments.
American Anthropologist, 59, 843-859.


http://inter.mua.go.th/main2/article.php?id=337

60

Creswell, J. W. (2012). Educational research planning, conducting and evaluating
quantitative and qualitative research (4™ ed.). Boston, MA: Pearson
Education.

Cusick, J. (2009). Study abroad in support of education for sustainability: A
New Zealand case study. Environment, Development and Sustainability,
11, 801-813.

Deci, E. L., & Ryan, R. M. (1985). Intrinsic motivation and self-determination in
human behavior. New York: Plenum

DFAT. (1999). People’s republic of China: Introduction to China. In DFAT East
Asia analytical unit, country brief. Retrieved from
http://lwww.dfat.gov.au/publications/

Dorigo, G., & Tobler, W. (1983). Push-pull migration laws. Annals of the Association
of American Geographer, 73(1), 1-17.

Dornyei, Z. (2001). Motivational strategies in the language classroom Cambridge
language teaching library. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press.

Douglas, H. (2002). Talking about pictures: A case for photo elicitation. Visual
Studies, 17(1), 13-23.

Dwyer, M., & Norris, E. M. (2005). Testing assumptions: The impact of two study
abroad program models. Frontiers: The Interdisciplinary Journal of
International Education, 11, 121-142.

ELICOS. (1995). A study of the ELICOS Industry in Australia-1994. Pyrmont: Asia
Pacific Access Pty Ltd, ELICOS Association Limited.

Florida, R. (2002). The rise of the creative class and how its transforming work,
leisure, community and everyday life. New York: Basic Books.

Gardner, R. C. (1985). Social psychology and second language learning: The role of
attitudes and motivation. London: Edward Arnold.

Goel, L., Jong, P. E., & Schnusenberg, O. (2010). Toward a comprehensive
framework of study abroad intentions and behaviors. Teaching in
International Business, 21, 248-265.

Hamrick, J. F. (2007). The college choice experiences of Parkistani undergraduates
in the United States. Doctoral dissertation, Panjab University.



Harper, D. (2002). Talking about pictures: A case for photo elicitation.
Visual Studies, 17(1), 13-14.

Hudson, G. (2000). Essential introductory linguistics. Malden, MA: Blackwell.

Hung, F., Shive, G.,Wang, X., & Diu, J. (2005). A report on the export potential of
Hong Kong’s education services. Hong Kong: A Consultancy Study for
the Hong Kong Trade and Development Council.

Hurworth, R. (2003, Spring). Photo-interviewing for research. Social Research
Update, no. 40. Retrieved from http://sru.soc.surrey.ac.uk/SRU40.html

Kaufmann, N. L., Martin, J. N., Weaver, H. D., & Weaver, J. (1992). Students
abroad: Strangers at home: Education for a global society. Yarmouth,
Maine: Intercultural.

Krejcie, R. V., & Morgan, D. W. (1970). Determining sample size for research
activities. Educational and Psychological Measurement, 30(3), 607-610.

Lee, K. H., & Tan, J. P. (1984). The international flow of third level lesser
developed country students to developed countries: Determinants and
implications. Higher Education, 13(6), 687-707.

Lincoln Commission and Program. (2005). Global competence and national needs:
One million Americans studying abroad. Washington DC: Government
Printing Office.

Lury, C. (1998). Prosthetic culture: Photography, memory and identity. London:
Routledge.

Maiworm, F., &Teichler, U. (1995). The first years of the ECTS in the view of the
students. In ERASMUS Monographs no. 20. Wekstattberichte-Band 47.
Brussels: Commission of the European Communities.

Maringe, F., & Carter, S. (2007). International students’ motivations for studying in
UK HE: Insights into the choice and decision making of African students.
International Journal of Educational Management, 21, 459-475.

Mazzarol, T. W. (1994). A model of sustainable competitive advantage of service
exports: The example of Australian education. In IRIC discussion paper
series, 94.11, Curtin University of Technology, Perth. n.p.

61


http://sru.soc.surrey.ac.uk/SRU40.html

62

Mazzarol, T. W., Kemp, S., Savery, L. (1996). International student who choose not
to study in Australia: An examination of Taiwan and Indonesia. Perth, WA:
Institute for Research into International Competitiveness (IRIC) Curtin
Business School, Curtin University of Technology.

Mazzarol, T. W., & Soutar, G. N. (1996). Educating the sleeping giant: China’s
demand for international education, social and policy implications for
Australia. In IRIC discussion paper series, 96.02, Curtin University of
Technology, Perth. n.p.

Mazzarol, T. W., & Soutar, G. N. (1999). China demand for international education:
Social and policy implications for Australia. Journal of Contemporary
Issues in Business and Government, 5(1), 34-45.

Mazzarlo, T. W., & Soutar, G. N. (2002). “Push-pull” factors influencing
international student destination choice. The International Journal of
Educational Management, 16(2), 82-90.

Mazzarol, T. W., Soutar, G. N., & Sim, M. Y. S. (2003). The third wave: Future
trends in international education. International Journal of Educational
Management, 17(3), 90-99.

Mazzarol, T. W., Soutar, G. N., Smart, D., & Choo, S. (2001). Perceptions,
information and choice: Understanding how Chinese students select a
country for overseas study. Canberra: Australian Education International,
Department of Education, Training and Youth Affairs, Commonwealth of
Australia.

McMahon, M. E. (1992). Higher education in a world market: A historical look at
the global context of international study. Higher Education, 24, 465-482

Montegomery, C. (2010). Understanding the international student experience.
Lobdon: Palgrave Macmillan.

Naceur, J. (2009). Economic and cultural factors affecting university excellence
quality. Assurance in Education, 17(4), 416-429.

Nancy, S., & Sara, D. (2011). Uncovering pre-service teacher beliefs about young
children: A photographic elicitation methodology. Issues Educational
Research, 21(2), 192-2009.



63

National Center for Education Statistics (NCES). (n.d.). Glossary. In Integrated
postsecondary education data system. Retrieved from
http://nces.ed.gov/ipeds/glossary/

OECD. (2011). Education at a glance 2011: Highlights. Retrieved from
http://dx.doi.org/10.1787/eag_highlights-2011-en

Office of the Education Council. (2004). Education in Thailand 2004. Bangkok:
Amarin Printing and Publishing.

Office of the Higher Education Commission of Thailand. (2011). Foreign students
in Thai higher education institutions. Retrieved from
http://inter.mua.go.th/main2/article.php?id=337

Pimpa, N. (2005). A family affair: The effect of family on Thai students’ choices of
international education. Higher Educational, 49(4), 431-448.

Relyea, C., Cocchiara, F. K., & Studdard, N. L. (2008). The effect of perceived
value in the decision to participate in study abroad programs. Teaching in
International Business, 19, 356-361.

Riley, R., & Manias, E. (2003). Snap-shots of live theatre: The use of photography to
research governance in operating room nursing. Nursing Inquiry, 11(2),
155-173.

Rizivi, F. (2000). International education. In N. C. Burbules & C. A. Torres (Eds.),
Globalization and education (pp. 205-226). New York: Routledge.

Rounsacille, C. A. (2011). Where should I study? international students’
perceptions of higher education in the UK, Ireland, and the U.S. n.p.

Rui, J. (2011). An analysis of mainland Chinese students’ decision to choose
Canada as their study destination. Master’s thesis, Concordia
University.

Salisbury, M. H., Umbach, P. D., Paulsen, M. B., & Pascarella, E. T. (2009). Going
global: Understanding the choice process of the intent to study abroad.
Research in Higher Education, 50, 119-143.

Salmon, K. (2001). Remembering and reporting by children: The influence of cues
and props. Clinical Psychology Review, 21, 267-300.


http://nces.ed.gov/ipeds/glossary/
http://inter.mua.go.th/main2/article.php?id=337

64

Smart, D., & Ang, G. (1995). Enhancing Australia’s recruitment of international
students: A survey of Taiwan. In Policy paper no.15, May. Perth: Asia
Research Centre, Murdoch University.

Srikatanyoo, N., & Gnoth, J. (2005). Quality dimensions in international tertiary
education: A Thai prospective students’ perspective. The Quality
Management Journal, 12, 30-40.

Stake, R. (1995). The art of case study research. Thousand Oaks, CA: Sage.

Stewart, K., & Felicetti, L. (1991). Marketing a public university to international
students. Journal of Professional Services Marketing, 7(1), 67-74.

Study in Thailand. (2009). Study in Thailand: List of universities and 4-year
colleges in Thailand. Retrieved from http://studyinthailand.org/study
abroad_thailand_university/university _college_thailand.html

Sutton, R. C., & Rubin, D. L. (2004). The GLOSSARI project: Initial finding from a
system-wide research initiative on study abroad learning outcomes.
Frontiers: The Interdisciplinary Journal of International Education, no.10,
65-82.

Takase, A. (2007). Japanese high school students’ motivation for extensive L2
reading. Reading in A Foreign Language, 19(1), 1-18.

Taylor, B. L. (2003). Enhancing the value of museum web sites: Lessons from the
practical engagement front. In S. Wyngaard (Ed.), Digital images and art
libraries in the twenty-first century (pp. 107-122). Binghamton, N
Haworth Information.

UNESCO Institute for Statistics. (2009). Global education digest 2009 comparing
education statistics across the world. Montreal, Canada: UNESCO
Institute for Statistics.

Valle, A. et al. (2003). Multiple goals, motivation, and academic learning.

British Journal of Educational Psychology, 73, 71-87.

Vera, R., Howard, M., & Lemee, 1. (2009). The acquisition of sociolinguistic
competence in a study abroad context. Buffalo, NY: Multilingual Matters.

Vikas, A. (2007). International students’ motivations for studying in UK Higher
education: Understanding choice and decision making process of Indian

students. Master’s thesis, University of Nottingham.


http://studyinthailand.org/study_abroad_thailand_university/university_college_thailand.html

65

Weinger, S. (1998). Children living in poverty: Their perception of career
opportunities. Families in Society, 79, 320-330.

Wesely, P. M. (2009). The language learning motivation of early adolescent French
immersion graduates. Foreign Language Annals, 42(2), 270-286.

Wilkins, S., & Huisman, J. (2010). Student recruitment at international branch
campuses: Can they compete in the global market?. Journal of Studies in
International Education. Retrieved from DOI: 10.1177/1028315310385461

Yang, M. (2007). What attracts mainland Chinese students to Australian higher
education. Studies in Learning, Evaluation Innovation and Development,
4(2), 1-12.



APPENDICES



APPENDIX A
Questionnaire (English version)



68

Motivation to study in Thailand

The purpose of this questionnaire is to investigate your motivation to study
in Thailand. This questionnaire consists of two sections as follows: background

information and the motivation section. Your cooperation is appreciated.

Part 1: Background information

The background information in this section will be used to compare groups
of respondents. This information will be kept confidential; only the researcher will
have access to this information.

Directions: Please provide the information about yourself by choosing the

choices given (\) or write down your answers where necessary.

EXAMPLE of how to complete this questionnaire:
Your gender?
If you are female:

o Male N Female

1. Gender
o Male o Female

2. Nationality
o Chinese o Indonesian
o Cambodian o Vietnamese
o Laotian o Korean

3. Which faculty are you studying?
o Graduate School of Commerce
o Faculty of Education
o International College
o Faculty of Management and Tourism



o Faculty of Fine and Applied Arts

o Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences
o Faculty of Science

o Faculty of Logistics

o Faculty of Engineering

o Faculty of Geoinformatics

o Faculty of Nursing

Other:

4. What is your major?:

Part 2: Motivation to study in Thailand

Directions: The statements below indicate factors influencing your

motivation to study in Thailand. Do you agree with them? This is not a test, so there is

no “right” or “wrong” answer. Please mark  according to the level that is most

appropriate to you.
1 = Strongly disagree
2 = Disagree
3 = Agree
4 = Strongly agree

Statements

Level

I came to study in Thailand because:

1. Thailand is famous in my home country.

2. There is more freedom in Thailand than my home country.

3. There are famous universities.

4. 1t is perceived as a high quality education in my home country.

5. The education programs are close to the western education.

6. Thailand is a safe place to study.

7. The tuition fees are low.
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Statements

Level

I came to study in Thailand because:

8. The cost of living is low.

9. The travel cost is low.

10. There are part-time job opportunities available.

11. The visa process is easy and quick.

12. The visa cost is low.

13. Thailand has strong economic ties with my home country.

14. Thailand has a strong political tie with my home country.

15. The information on study in Thailand is easily obtained from

the internet.

16. There are several exchange programs.

17. 1 can learn the Thai language.

18. I can learn the English language.

19. | can access to different courses and knowledge which would be
difficult to get in my home country.

20. | can get higher social status in my home country.

21. | can improve my academic knowledge.

22. Thailand is close to my home country.

23. Thailand is a coastal country.

24. It has quiet and studious environment.

25. It has a diverse and multicultural environment.

26. It has a quality life and healthy environment.

27. The pressure of life is low.

28. It is an exciting place.

29. The quality of the professional working environment is good.

30. There are lots of overseas students.

31. It has a comfortable climate.

32. There is no racial discrimination.

33. Most Thai people are friendly.
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Level

Statements

I came to study in Thailand because:

34.

The certifications are recognized in my home country.

35.

My parents recommended.

36.

My friend(s) recommended.

37.

My professor(s) recommend.

38.

Agents recommend.

39.

My parents stay in Thailand.

40.

My friend(s) have studied or are studying in Thailand.

41.

My family members have studied or are studying in Thailand.

42.

| plan to stay in Thailand for a long time after graduating.

43.

Value of the Thai money is lower than my home country.

44,

| got a scholarship from my home country.

45.

| got a scholarship from Thailand.

46.

Thailand degrees provide greater mobility for my future work.

47

. I got a scholarship from an international organization.

Are there any other reasons, not listed above, influencing you to come to

Thailand for studying?

int

After completing the questionnaire, would you like to participate in the
erview? You will receive a little gift if you decide to participate. Please write your

email address or your phone number below if you would like to be interviewed.

Thank qyou very muck for your coopenation




APPENDIC B
Questionnaire (Chinese version)
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Motivation to study in Thailand
HE¥EREEIFPIERE

The purpose of this questionnaire is to investigate your motivation to study
in Thailand. This questionnaire consists of two sections as follows: background
information and the motivation section. Your cooperation is appreciated.

U I 5 1 2 H e AR T AR A 2 [ B A )2 ST B IR ) ) A
ANERT AN R BERNBI L. GRS ) .

Part 1: Background information ¥ 5¢1i5 &

The background information in this section will be used to compare groups
of respondents. This information will be kept confidential; only the researcher will
have access to this information.

KRR T 1 SR EXT L SR I (5 B 4™ s Or
%, RAAARCWREABUENERER.

Directions: Please provide the information about yourself by choosing the

choices given (~) or write down your answers where necessary.

VEAELL NI T b e PR 1 A5 AR A 2, FFAEAI L5 5 AT (VD)

EXAMPLE of how to complete this questionnaire:
il :

Your gender?
e

If you are female:
WERIERVER 2 2

o Male B o Female &

1. Gender 451

o Male 5 o Female &«
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2. Nationality [H £

o Chinese 7 [# o Indonesian EJJE JE 75 WP
o Cambodian %32 o Vietnamese 1% Fg
o Laotian ZZ$¢ o Korean % [H

3. Which faculty are you studying? %5 st i > 27 5z 2
0 Graduate School of Commerce 7 2% ¢
o Faculty of Education 27 2% ¢
o International College [ 52 bt
o Faculty of Management and Tourism Jjife 7 & 3 2% ¢
o Faculty of Fine and Applied Arts 2K 2%
o Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences A 3C2#B5¢
o Faculty of Science B2
o Faculty of Logistics 413 2% b
o Faculty of Engineering T 2% 5%
o Faculty of Geoinformatics i F 2% 57
o Faculty of Nursing 4 2% ¢
Other: HiAh:

4. What is your major?: 5 (K%

Part 2: Motivation to study in Thailand 2|7 [F 2% >] 5L

Directions: The statements below indicate factors influencing your
motivation to study in Thailand. Do you agree with them? This is not a test, so there is
no “right” or “wrong” answer. Please mark  according to the level that is most
appropriate to you.

DU et 2 1 52 i 8 228 [ B 2 R s LA 28 . S8 A B A LA B0
M XA, AR AN 55 B AN S A HsiE AR E O
[l 5



1 = Strongly disagree 5¢4= A%
2 = Disagree AN [A]

3 = Agree ¥ [A]

4 = Strongly agree 5¢ 4%

75

Statements

Level

I came to study in Thailand because: R F|Z&EH¥ I RFH:

1. Thailand is famous in my home country.

ZFEAEREFRRAT A .

2. There is more freedom in Thailand than my home country.

MILERINEZ, ZREE N EH

3. There are famous universities.

FERFEATE AR

4. It is perceived as a high quality education in my home country.

T EA B e iU .

5. The education programs are close to the western education.
REHERRE BT E

6. Thailand is a safe place to study.
R A2 E K

7. The tuition fees are low.
2754,

8. The cost of living is low.
iAW 2.

9. The travel cost is low.
R E 2%

10. There are part-time job opportunities available.
A SRAF IR TAE L2
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Statements

Level

I came to study in Thailand because: R F|Z&EH¥ I RFH:

11. The visa process is easy and quick.
SR HIH LAY By HARE

12. The visa cost is low.
{RE5IE T .

13. Thailand has strong economic ties with my home country.

Zx A B ZATIR I 2 5F 5 E R R

14. Thailand has a strong political tie with my home country.

Ze AN ZATIR B I BUA R R

15. The information on study in Thailand is easily obtained from

the Internet.
Z[E ) B 2445 Bon] AAE M 25 4% 7 34

16. There are several exchange programs.
A LTI .

17. 1 can learn the Thai language.
A LA B 281 .

18. I can learn the English language.
P Loy 2 9eth .

19. I can access to different courses and knowledge which would
be difficult to get in my home country.

AT LUz BN B PRAE AT R, IS8 J AR [ S e AR A 7 2]
i

20. | can get higher social status in my home country.

1] 31 B (1 1 55 ] BLERTT A Rt 2 Az o

21. | can improve my academic knowledge.

P AR TR RE 2.
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Statements

Level

I came to study in Thailand because: R F|Z&EH¥ I RFH:

22. Thailand is close to my home country.
75 ] P 2 e ) R AR

23. Thailand is a coastal country.
R T — R E 5K

24. It has quiet and studious environment.
X AT 22 B I 2 S IR

25. It has a diverse and multicultural environment.

KHEATERG T 208,

26. It has a quality life and healthy environment.
X LA A A o R () A S AR R A

27. The pressure of life is low.

G AL i

28. It is an exciting place.
XH AN BN OIS .

29. The quality of the professional working environment is good.

bo e R (JINEZ ST #D e AT S

30. There are lots oversea students.
XHEAIRZ A4,

31. It has a comfortable climate.
X B IR &P IE 1S A%

32. There is no racial discrimination.
1% BB PG .

33. Most Thai people are friendly.
KAy 78 B AR AU«

34. The certifications are recognized in my home country.
X HL ) BV EAE Fe 0 B SO A3 2 A A
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Statements

Level

I came to study in Thailand because: R F|Z&EH¥ I RFH:

35. My parents recommended.

SORHER

36. My friend(s) recommended.
J A HERF -

37. My professor(s) recommend.

I E I HERE o

38. Agents recommend.

PR

39. My parents stay in Thailand.
AR ZR

40. My friend(s) have studied or are studying in Thailand.
WG A EER =) () .

41. My family members have studied or are studying in Thailand.
I FKBE RO B A BEAE R > ()

42. 1 plan to stay in Thailand for a long time after graduating.
TRl B Je R 2 7R 2R E A AR I TA]

43. Value of the Thai money is lower than my home country.

R 1 B8 U fEAR T BRI K

44. 1 got a scholarship from my home country.

HNI I FE KRG MK

45. 1 got a scholarship from Thailand.
RAETR EIRAF 27 4

46. Thailand degrees provide greater mobility for my future work.

Z2 [ 127 PIAE BRI AR b e g B REBCK L2

47. 1 got a scholarship from an international organization.
LN T AT IR AR TR G I DS ol
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Are there any other reasons, not listed above, influencing you to come to
Thailand for studying?

B T LAEEIAN, e iy A By T e R A 22 7
17, T T FL A

After completing the questionnaire, would you like to participate in the
interview? You will receive a little gift if you decide to participate. Please write your
email address or your phone number below if you would like to be interviewed.

e BRI S X WS, AFRGE R IR RS INIRAT N ?
TR A RS D HEE— /DAL . A R IE 2 INTE B e R J7 2Rl in A o

Thank you very muck for your coopenation
W25



APPENDIX C
Questionnaire (Korean version)

A7A
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Motivation to study in Thailand
EERIT it

The purpose of this questionnaire is to investigate your motivation to study
in Thailand. This questionnaire consists of two sections as follows: background
information and the motivation section. Your cooperation is appreciated.

o] 4 4] o] B A & ¥ -8 v b § A 9] B ) o] o] 3o A}
A=A T o] A =T o) el 2] 7] 14 /1) 4 1) 4] 33}

7ol F R e R Hods U FR A EH Y O

-

Part 1: Background Information 3+of 2} vl 74 A 1.

The background information in this section will be used to compare groups
of respondents. This information will be kept confidential; only the researcher will
have access to this information.

A EN A A W =2 g Ao vl 73 A B2 H A L E S H| st |
AsALEH A BRAY Y Th o] =7 Dol A DA o] ], AT Abrbo] o] 4
HogdZdrAdsy

Directions: Please provide the information about yourself by choosing the

>,\1

oy

choices given (\) or write down your answers where necessary.
dgH et Bsd () EASAYE e B8 $ad A get e
W1 o] FA) 7]k o,

EXAMPLE of how to complete this questionnaire: o A]) A EAGHZA Q&
Your gender? F412] 4 HH 22
If you are female: RFefdAl o] o A 73 9-,

o Male 544 o Female % o143

1. Gender

o Male %43 o Female %143
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2. Nationality
o Chinese 5= o Indonesian €1 %=1 A] oF
o Cambodian 7+ X.t] o} o Vietnamese H E &

o Laotian 29~ o Korean 3F=+¢1

3. Which faculty are you studying? &A1) 1= 8F o] A & F 3} a9 L} 2.2
o Graduate School of Commerce 273 o 8¢
o Faculty of Education x5 8H4-
o International College = Al| -
o Faculty of Management and Tourism 7d & 333 5} 5
o Faculty of Fine and Applied Arts of| < 8} -
o Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences 1A} 3] 37} 8} &} 5
o Faculty of Science ¥} 8}
o Faculty of Logistics = 7 &I+
o Faculty of Engineering -&-3}-5-
o Faculty of Geoinformatics #| 2] %4 . }H5-
o Faculty of Nursing 7+ 8}

Other: 7] E}:

4. What is your major?: @41 2] A &5l Y 72

Part 2: Motivation to study in Thailand B =7}l - 3H5 7]

Directions: The statements below indicate factors influencing your
motivation to study in Thailand. Do you agree with them? This is not a test, so there is
no “right” or “wrong” answer. Please mark  according to the level that is most
appropriate to you.

ot M = &5l Bl = frstol| HEkE7loll 9 FS 71K 88 =
SUHEH LA FU T oA sl &l & o st Y72 o] A=A § o] o}
HuchubebA] g e S vh o) who] £ Al 3hA] @k Ll Tk @Al ¢ A zto] 7}

i



A sl Zb sl d A N EA 8 F A 7 vk o,
1 = Strongly disagree 7+ 3+5-74
2 = Disagree §-*
3= Agree &4

4 = Strongly agree 73+ A
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Statements A &£

Level &4

1

2|3

4

I came to study in Thailand because: Y= =#-8-2 2 AlE Ao duksha:

1. Thailand is famous in my home country.
B - 2 ol A o -7 8} 7] ) o] o)

2. There is more freedom in Thailand than my home country.
W 2% 5o o] o] A4 2 & 7ho] 7] w o] v

3. There are famous universities.

Fr oy sHE 0] 9 7] W) B u).

4. It is perceived as a high quality education in my home country.

WxFFEEEonSg o 2 ohe] A )7 o]t}

5. The education programs are close to the western education.

2 QA S5 7k ) % 3 2 1 o] 7] o] o

6. Thailand is a safe place to study.
B 5 &5 3137 ofl Qh 2l 8k 3 o] 7] ) o] T}

7. The tuition fees are low.

ARG ol

8. The cost of living is low.

A8 744 7 8l 7] w o) o,

9. The travel cost is low.

o] &) W] 7} 4 & 8} 7] ) o] o},
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Statements A& &

Level &4

1

2|3

4

I came to study in Thailand because: =8 Z8-3-2 2 Al Aot Huksha:

10. There are part-time job opportunities available.

olzulo| E7]8 8 & % eyt

11. The visa process is easy and quick.

1] 2} 7 2 379 o] 4 arwh = 7] wj F-o] T},

12. The visa cost is low.
H] 2} & H] -8-o] A & 5} 7] wfj - o] T,

13. Thailand has strong economic ties with my home country.
B 25 77 2 97 A A o) 97 2 1A 9L 7w o)
o}

14. Thailand has a strong political tie with my home country.
B} 23 0 2 9 2 2 o) BA 27 313L 7 w o)
=g

15. The information on study in Thailand is easily obtained from
the Internet.

B = kol @ B Yl A G AL &5 3 7] vl 2ol o

16. There are several exchange programs.
A o] W 2 7 o] 9l 7] ufj F-o]

17. 1 can learn the Thai language.

B = ol Enf &= 17 w2 o]t

18. I can learn the English language.

Fol S a7l ol v

19. I can access to different courses and knowledge which would
be difficult to get in my home country.

Wzl A7 ExE st e o A A e 4 7 vl

o],
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Statements A& &

Level &4

1

2

3

4

I came to study in Thailand because: V=832 2 A= At} 9

ahE:

20. | can get higher social status in my home country.

W 2=l M 52 SAES 4 A 9 2 7HE 4= 8 7] wl ol o

21. | can improve my academic knowledge.
vho) 8he) 1 %) A g g Ak A 4291 7] o] o

22. Thailand is close to my home country.

B 2 U 25 9} 714t 7] W o) o

23. Thailand is a coastal country.
B =23l QE(A §F) = 7Fo] 71w 2o vt

24. It has a quiet and studious environment.
z-8-8} 2 84 21 87 w) o) o}

25. It has a diverse and multicultural environment.

A e A e e R R A A=l A

26. It has a qualified life and healthy environment.
A4 gk A FRAA W),

27. The pressure of life is low.

ar o] shekgtol w7 w o] o

28. It is an exciting place.

Fu] 273k 30] 7] w) ol o},

29. The quality of the professional working environment is good.

A 14 -7 o) Aol £ 7| Wl o}

30. There are lots of overseas students.

22t 0 & 9] 98} A E 0] 9] 7] uf| F-o] T},

31. It has a comfortable climate.
A k37 7] - E7FA L) 7] w0 T,

32. There is no racial discrimination.

o] SFQ1 F2H = ¢l 7] wfj - o] T},
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Statements A& &

Level &4

1

2|3

4

I came to study in Thailand because: Y= =#-8-2 2 AlF Ao} duksha:

33. Most Thai people are friendly.
o2 o] e AL B o] 21 3] ) o] T

34. The certifications are recognized in my home country.

She1 S A 7l = el A Q1A 7] af o] o,

35. My parents recommended.

R RYEAA T 0 el ek,

36. My friend(s) recommended.
A7 7M7) W ol o

37. My professor(s) recommend.

A =g A A 32 s 7 w2 o] o

38. Agents recommend.
ol o] A Eol| A 53 g 7] vl o] .

39. My parents stay in Thailand.
H- A B = ol A S8 A 7] w2 o] o

40. My friend(s) have studied or are studying in Thailand.
AT ()0l e ol A1 3 A U 815 0] 7] w o] o

41. My family members have studied or are studying in Thailand.

742 A5 o BT ol A 3 A Lhi 3 5 o] 7] w0 o

42. 1 plan to stay in Thailand for a long time after graduating.

%4158 5 0 4 2. 9% okm] - 2 7] 8l o] 7] w0 o}

43. Value of the Thai money is lower than my home country.

B2 59 71 2] 7} % 5 1 ko] o 7o) o)

44. 1 got a scholarship from my home country.

W25 0 2R E et F & kol ol ok,

45. 1 got a scholarship from Thailand.
1

B = o = REf oo ik o7 w2 o] ot
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Level &4
Statements A& &

1123 |4

I came to study in Thailand because: =8 Z8-3-2 2 Al Aot Huksha:

46. Thailand degrees provide greater mobility for my future work.
= 9] = U] 2 4 ) o] W ok 54 & A g el 7]l o

47. 1 got a scholarship from an international organization.

= A7 g o 2 - H A s S kv W 2ol o

Are there any other reasons, not listed above, influencing you to come to
Thailand for studying?
9l aojobd, galo]shel &)

3| 209G G gt
AR 7L A2

£t

el = 5

ol

After completing the questionnaire, would you like to participate in the
interview? You will receive a little gift if you decide to participate. Please write your
email address or your phone number below if you would like to be interviewed.

A 2 2 oh 5 B ol 2ol kA A U kool B4l 7] = A 4 )

A Szand S AL Ad U A FE R AL A sl T,
Frlefolm AF A2 s B St ol A F A 7] vb ot
Thank you very muck for your coopenation

BN G TFAAE Y 2P R



APPENDIX D

Questionnaire (Cambodian version)

MERUS!
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Motivation to study in Thailand

MR SRG RIS rpisi{uis aic

The purpose of this questionnaire is to investigate your motivation to study
in Thailand. This questionnaire consists of two sections as follows: background
information and the motivation section. Your cooperation is appreciated.

INUUMNHIUARERSSNSAEgjuikmmBSufmiiusssass
g IBgjepsidmpisiiuisuict SpRugnissfigs iBues
2GS SURIUIEU SEMIUIUSSAGHY MinmMINIUESOSS

IS STaiSy

Part 1: Background information {Uig&iUtitgu

The background information in this section will be used to compare groups
of respondents. This information will be kept confidential; only the researcher will
have access to this information.

Wigiuagusisams: SHEfthsSuOChuiSghyjuis|u
MUWEEISHMSWHISIRISIS)SY ASESIS:SHEIRPMNMUNS s
EgApEIEUINMm: SEMGHOCUASESISIoNS

Directions: Please provide the information about yourself by choosing the
choices given (\) or write down your answers where necessary.

HIGRIANST: YURUSIOSmSHASSHAMN ihwFmsisNu
ITUSIMBUIZUTSEUNS I NWSaIm (V) UsitiSIisiguwiun

prsisisnigucichc
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EXAMPLE of how to complete this questionnaire:
SIENHU)UUINMAENAISE

Your gender? 1S1S SIUILM?

If you are female: [UiiSIOHANUSY)

o Male Uy n Female {3

1. Gender 1S

0 Male [UgJ o Female {80

2. Nationality tagnes

0 Chinese RSMNSES 0 Indonesian RSNSHANIS
0 Cambodian NSNSHAE™ o0 Vietnamese XSthSi{)samy
0 Laotian XSS gNI 0 Korean XSt

3. Which faculty are you studying? iSgmsnRmmsiounigpiiwgwam?
o Graduate School of Commerce BUNISNITW rmal gAY
0 Faculty of Education SUNISNGt HUsi
o International College BUNISNITUS HSINS
o Faculty of Management and Tourism

BUNISNW [HUEH SHI1susInn
o Faculty of Fine and Applied Arts
wunisniiw TSE N SRSNEHSIES
o Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences
BUNISNWw SNy SHISNMIuHEY
o Faculty of Science SUNTSNGW IgNan(ey
o Faculty of Logistics BUNTgniity gilaimed
o Faculty of Engineering SUNTSniw Tumy

o Faculty of Geoinformatics SUNTgNGw AfenSHSan(y



o Faculty of Nursing SUNTSniw syenScn

Other BUNTSNUWINHIS]S

4. What is your major? 1S M) SSS1NH?

Part 2: Motivation to study in Thailand FitGARESSHIEHjMAMISTUISUIS

Directions: The statements below indicate factors influencing your
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motivation to study in Thailand. Do you agree with them? This is not a test, so there

is no “right” or “wrong” answer. Please mark V' according to the level that most

appropriate to you.

HIGRIANST: MNUMISRISIS M FMUIS: GHUBNMASE

singnuuiguimEsSmiungmeoHisiamansiiuisisy 1Sgswn

[UNMPWSHASHSSIHISTRIUIS? iISCSTUSMAIUSHISIIG SiG:

SSUISGIDW 15 Y SUiSY Ui M\IsimmusEsiguugusmy

ASsIUEAUNS
1 = Strongly disagree BSWUIIUSIH
2 = Disagree BSWUUU
3 = Agree WU

4 = Strongly agree WUTRIUSIH

Statements BLGMIEIH

Level

1

2|3

I came to study in Thailand because: 2tnSufaIfPISIUISAIIE OIS

1. Thailand is famous in my home country.
[UiSisEnSIHEIUN A uNMISISHRUIS uiun S

2. There is more freedom in Thailand than my home country.
s SiTFMmSSISigRuUIsSuisMBEUISIUNIS

3. There are famous universities.
enssuTsniwndjod
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Statements BLGRIEIH

Level

1

2|3

| came to study in Thailand because: 2tnSufaIfRISIUISAIIE OIS

4. It is perceived as a high quality education in my home country.
WIS UIBEIChSSSUMNUMEN SMIHUINSSWNMN S
ISIERUISIUN S

5. The education programs are close to the western education.
AyinHUigsSaAgTSHUTuUIS i AeET G oH

6. Thailand is a safe place to study.

o o

UisuismmAISRIBUiSMMIEYj s

7. The travel cost is low.
FISAMUIlAMIS SN0 ensHEs U

8. The cost of living is low.
FISAMUIlMAMIIST snssEsa U

9. The travel cost is low.
FISAMUINAMIS SN0 ensHEs U

10. There are part-time job opportunities available.
ISNSIET UG A TP P [ IE AR g S o

11. The visa process is easy and quick.
SUAIFMISE SENMIENSMANEIU SH s1Utiag

12. The visa cost is low.
uSsamuisiuimiS Sgnmi sssE s U

13. Thailand has strong economic ties with my home country.
[UISUISENSGAMWINE_AGTHE MMUWUIS v S

14. Thailand has a strong political tie with my home country.
[UISHiBEN SENAS SHSUNMTIUTRB MNMYW{UIS (IIUR)

=

15. The information on study in Thailand is easily obtained from

the Internet.
ASESUHOMINAMNISIERUIS UiISESAMNENWE U

=C

VRIS A SSEANS
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Statements BLGRIEIH

Level

1

2|3

| came to study in Thailand because: 2tnSufaIfRISIUISAIIE OIS

16. There are several exchange programs.
esSAYISmUImiSS

17. 1 can learn the Thai language.
SHGil]SMnisohS

18. I can access to different courses and knowledge which would
be difficult to get in my home country.

SHGSSUTISIFGMD SH Sium: SN I STRUNAD

LN UITHAS U SISTUIS U S

19. I can get higher social status in my home country.
SHIGSSUDNSUS:HRURUSUISIERUISIUN S

20. 1 can improve my academic knowledge.
emoHAIgSinn:ERismMIgRpuU e

21. Thailand is close to my home country.
UisuisisiSsuUis U S

22. Thailand is a coastal country.
WIS UiBMUIS TR U SISIIY] S

23. It has a quiet and studious environment.
WISt eNSUTINMUIUaN S SHHILMWR USRI
1] S

24. It has a diverse and multicultural environment.
[UISUiSENSUTUNMISE: SHNUIUISES

25. The pressure of life is low.
SIS IuY

26. It is an exciting place.
NN EMRISHRIBUMIGISHINISTY

27. The quality of the professional working environment is good.

AN NISUTUNM URUE 21U
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Statements BLGRIEIH

Level

1

2|3

| came to study in Thailand because: 2tnSufaIfRISIUISAIIE OIS

28. There are lots of overseas students.
NSSSUNSUEMRPGS

29. It has a comfortable climate.
]ptgm‘iij SIS U

30. There is no racial discrimination.
OSUISAMITIUIOSMIMS IS

31. Most Thai people are friendly.
UMnsSisMmMaUGSIuNWNASF

32. The certifications are recognized in my home country.
UNUSSICN SIS S SN MSISRUIS U S

33. My parents recommended.
ENPUIWIUN ST SRIUHS NS

34. My friend(s) recommended.
BESAMIUNSTSEUHSU S

35. My professor(s) recommend.
U SRUHSMNUSY

36. Agents recommend.
SRR ISR UHS NS

37. My parents stay in Thailand.
EnmuuwiunsamsiaRuisuis

38. My friend(s) have studied or are studying in Thailand.
SESMIUNSTSHAN Y SNRaspisisaRuisis

39. My family members have studied or are studying in Thailand.
UERSEMNIUISTNSA Y SNRUsmIsiaRuisy
i3

40. | plan to stay in Thailand for a long time after graduating.
SUISAENRNAISIERUIS UIBIUIN UL 1[FMWwe
UMUMIA




Level

Statements BLGRIEIH
1123

| came to study in Thailand because: 2tnSufaIfRISIUISAIIE OIS

41. Value of the Thai money is lower than my home country.
SIS wUMNISUNMHESTLIS WUMNUIS diun S

42. 1 got a scholarship from my home country.
SHSSSUUNIUMIANOUIS iUt

43. 1 got a scholarship from Thailand.
SHSSSURUNIUMIANUIS Uit

44. Thailand degrees provide greater mobility for my future work.
WISt XUSIKBaGUSMSISUIIENUMIENISR

INUHSYSS U S

45. | got a scholarship from an international organization.
SSSSUMUNIUMAIMNAHEMIHSITNS

46. Thailand degrees provide greater mobility for my future work.
WISt XUSIKBaGUSMSISUIIENUMIENISR

INUHSYSS U S

47. 1 got a scholarship from international organization.
SSSSUMUNIUMIMNAHEMIHSITNS

Are there any other reasons, not listed above, influencing you to come to

Thailand for studying?
ISEISINSRUINHIS]S OSEchSUTMGHRERIIT IBUSIMmE)

HMEgjumsmMSUISUISENUMINRPIUESTRIYIS?

=3
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After completing the questionnaire, would you like to participate in the
interview? You will receive a little gift if you decide to participate. Please write
your email address or your phone number below if you would like to be
interviewed.

USUAUINMSIMERISIS: ISHAGHSUIEISIaRMISUS
UENUTRIYUIS? HASHSSUTISZIIHIMMWUUSGURZS U SIOLMINgs
SHGUIZY (gBiii MSWES S8 Y wsgiiniuigmsieny

YU SIOHARGHRENSUEN Y

Thank you very muck for your coopenation

AEHIFANGS MENURGRUNMITURIH™N
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The expert suggestion

Date December 6, 2014
This is to certify that I, Dr. Punwalai KEWARA, have read and understood
the data collection procedure and purpose of the research intended to be conducted

byZhang Jie fan. As a result,
"1 | agree that the proposed procedure and quantitative/ qualitative

instrument(s) are appropriate and relevant to the objectives.
I have the following suggestions: There are some aspects to be specified
since that can cause some misunderstanding for respondents. Some sentences should

be grammatically reviews.

78“’“ M W g (Signature)

Lecturer, the Faculty of Education, Burapha University (Position)
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Evaluation form of questionnaire (for expert)

Instruction
1. This evaluation form aims to check each items of questionnaire in order to
test its validity.
2. The expert evaluates the Item Objective Congruence (I0C) by using the
following ratings.
Good: For the item that is in congruence with appropriate each topic
of items.
Not good:  For the item that is not in congruence with appropriate each
topic of items.
Comments If not good, please write the reason, your specific comments in

order to test its validity.



Questionnaire
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Motivation to study abroad

ltems

Expert’s opinion

Good

Not good

Comments

Reputation of the host country

1. I came to study in Thailand
because Thailand is famous in

my home country.

You can mark somewhere in
the survey that each question
is based on the sentence “I
came to study in Thailand
because:___ ) I see it in every
criteria and this makes me
lost sometimes. Personally,
the shortened form “Thailand
is famous in my home
country” still makes sense.
Of course there are some
sentences you have to

reformulate,

2. | came to study in Thailand
because there is more freedom
in Thailand.

Please identify freedom. I
have no idea if there is more
freedom in Thailand than
other neighbor countries for
foreign students or even

tourist.

Reputation of the host instituti

on(s)

3. | came to study in Thailand
because there are famous

universities.

X

It could be said as well-

ranked universities
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ltems

Expert’s opinion

Good

Not good

Comments

4. | came to study in Thailand
because it is perceived as a
high quality education in my

home country.

X

5. 1 came to study in Thailand
because the education
programs are close to western

education.

Western can be considered
differently. Please be specific
to the Western educational
program. Western can be
American, European, etc.

which are probably different.

Safety

6. | came to study in Thailand
because Thailand is a safe
place to study.

Cost or fees:

7. 1 came to study in Thailand
because the tuition fees are

low.

8. | came to study in Thailand
because of the lower cost of
living (accommodation, food

etc).

9. | came to study in Thailand

because of the low travel costs.

10. I came to study in Thailand
because there are part-time job

opportunities available.
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Expert’s opinion

Items Comments
Good | Not good
Visa cost
11. 1 came to study in Thailand Just a question, do all six
because the visa process is target countries need Visa?
easy and quick.
12. 1 came to study in Thailand X

because of the low visa cost.

Historical or economic relationship between host country and home country

13. | came to study in Thailand X
because Thailand has strong
economic ties with my home

country.

14.1 came to study in Thailand X

because Thailand has a strong
political tie with my home

country.

Availability of specific teaching progra

ms

15. | came to study in Thailand
because the information on
study in Thailand is easily
obtained from the internet.

X

16. | came to study in Thailand
because there are several

exchange programs.

17. | came to study in Thailand
because | can learn the Thal

language.

18. | came to study in Thailand
because | can learn English

language.




103

ltems

Expert’s opinion

Good

Not good

Comments

19. | came to study in Thailand
because | can access to
different course and
knowledge which would be
difficult to get in my home

country.

X

20. | came to study in Thailand
because | can get higher social
status in my home country

after graduation.

21. 1 came to study in Thailand
because | can get a certain

prestige in my country.

Question 20-21 are quite
similar for me; prestige and

high status.

22. | came to study in Thailand
because | can improve my

academic knowledge.

23. | came to study in Thailand
because | can get deeper expert
knowledge.

Deeper expert knowledge in
your field of study?

Geographic proximity of host country

24. | came to study in Thailand X
because Thailand is close to

my home country.

25. | came to study in Thailand X

because Thailand is a coastal
state.
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ltems

Expert’s opinion

Good

Not good

Comments

Lifestyle in host country

26. | came to study in Thailand
because it has a quiet and

studious environment.

27. | came to study in Thailand
because it has a diverse and

multicultural environment.

28. | came to study in Thailand
because it has a qualified of
life and healthy environment.

29. | came to study in Thailand
because of the low pressure
life.

30. I came to study in Thailand

because it is an exciting place.

31. | came to study in Thailand
because of the good quality of
the professional working

environment.

32. | came to study in Thailand
because there are lots of

overseas students.

Climate in host country

33. | came to study in Thailand
because it has comfortable

climate.

34. | came to study in Thailand
because there is no racial

discrimination.
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ltems

Expert’s opinion

Good | Not good

Comments

35. | came to study in Thailand
because most Thai people are
friendly.

X

Recognition of qualifications b

y home country

36. | came to study in Thailand
because the certifications are
recognized in my home

country.

X

Family and friends in host cou

ntry

37. | came to study in Thailand
because my parents

recommended.

38. | came to study in Thailand
because my friend(s)

recommended.

39. | came to study in Thailand
because my professor

recommends.

40. | came to study in Thailand

because agents recommend.

41. | came to study in Thailand
because my parents stay in
Thailand.

42. 1 came to study in Thailand
because my friend(s) have
studied or are studying in
Thailand.
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ltems

Expert’s opinion

Good

Not good

Comments

43. | came to study in Thailand
because my family members
have studied or are studying

in Thailand

X

Plans for immigration

44. 1 came to study in Thailand
because have plan to stay in
Thailand for a long time after
graduating.

Reformulate this sentence:
because | plan or | have

planned???

Value for money

45. | came to study in Thailand
because value of the money is

low price.

X X

Availability of scholarship or work

46. | came to study in Thailand
because | got a scholarship

from my home country.

47. 1 came to study in Thailand
because | got a scholarship
from Thailand.

48. | came to study in Thailand
because Thailand degrees
provide greater mobility for

my future work.

Except these 15 factors, if you have more idea about it, please add more as

follow.
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The expert suggestion

Date November 3, 2014
This is to certify that I, Mr. Kimcheang Hong, have read and understood the
data collection procedure and purpose of the research intended to be conducted

by . As aresult,

| agree that the proposed procedure and quantitative/ qualitative
instrument(s) are appropriate and relevant to the objectives.
I have the following suggestions: All the items are responsive to the

research objectives. However, some items should be modified (language).

Yimche M}j \\tmjc. (Signature)
(Position)
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Evaluation form of questionnaire (for expert)

Instruction
1. This evaluation form aims to check each items of questionnaire in order to
test its validity.
2. The expert evaluates the Item Objective Congruence (I0C) by using the
following ratings.
Good: For the item that is in congruence with appropriate each topic
of items.
Not good:  For the item that is not in congruence with appropriate each
topic of items.
Comments If not good, please write the reason, your specific comments in

order to test its validity.
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Motivation to study abroad

ltems

Expert’s opinion

Good

Not good

Comments

Reputation of the host country

1. I came to study in Thailand
because Thailand is famous in

my home country.

2. | came to study in Thailand
because there is more freedom
in Thailand.

Reputation of the host instituti

on(s)

3. | came to study in Thailand
because there are famous

universities.

4. | came to study in Thailand
because it is perceived as a
high quality education in my

home country.

Should modify this sentence.

5. 1 came to study in Thailand
because the education
programs are close to western

education.

Safety

6. | came to study in Thailand
because Thailand is a safe
place to study.
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ltems

Expert’s opinion

Good

Not good

Comments

Cost or fees:

7. 1 came to study in Thailand
because the tuition fees are

low.

Fees are reasonable?

8. | came to study in Thailand
because of the lower cost of
living (accommodation, food

etc).

9. | came to study in Thailand
because of the low travel costs.

10. I came to study in Thailand
because there are part-time job
opportunities available.

Because of the availability of

part-time job opportunity

Visa cost

11. 1 came to study in Thailand
because the visa process is

easy and quick.

Easy?

12. 1 came to study in Thailand

because of the low visa cost.

X

Historical or economic relationship between host country and home country

13. | came to study in Thailand X
because Thailand has strong
economic ties with my home

country.

14.1 came to study in Thailand X

because Thailand has a strong
political tie with my home

country.
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ltems

Expert’s opinion

Good

Not good

Comments

Availability of specific teaching progra

ms

15. | came to study in Thailand
because the information on
study in Thailand is easily
obtained from the internet.

X

16. | came to study in Thailand
because there are several

exchange programs.

17. | came to study in Thailand
because | can learn the Thal

language.

18. | came to study in Thailand
because | can learn English

language.

Not sure if Thailand is a good
place to study English.

19. | came to study in Thailand
because | can access to
different course and
knowledge which would be
difficult to get in my home

country.

20. | came to study in Thailand
because | can get higher social
status in my home country

after graduation.

21. 1 came to study in Thailand
because | can get a certain

prestige in my country.
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Expert’s opinion

Items Comments
Good | Not good
22. | came to study in Thailand X
because | can improve my
academic knowledge.
23. | came to study in Thailand X Broaden expertise?

because | can get deeper expert
knowledge.

Geographic proximity of host country

24. | came to study in Thailand
because Thailand is close to

my home country.

X

25. | came to study in Thailand
because Thailand is a coastal
state.

Lifestyle in host country

26. | came to study in Thailand
because it has a quiet and

studious environment.

27. | came to study in Thailand
because it has a diverse and

multicultural environment.

It has or it is?

28. | came to study in Thailand
because it has a qualified of

life and healthy environment.

29. | came to study in Thailand
because of the low pressure
life.

30. I came to study in Thailand
because it is an exciting place.
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ltems

Expert’s opinion

Good | Not good

Comments

31. | came to study in Thailand
because of the good quality of
the professional working

environment.

X

32. | came to study in Thailand
because there are lots of

overseas students.

Climate in host country

33. | came to study in Thailand
because it has comfortable

climate.

34. | came to study in Thailand
because there is no racial

discrimination.

35. | came to study in Thailand
because most Thai people are
friendly.

Recognition of qualifications b

y home country

36. | came to study in Thailand
because the certifications are

recognized in my home

X

The degree is recognized?

country.

Family and friends in host country
37. | came to study in Thailand X
because my parents

recommended.

38. | came to study in Thailand X

because my friend(s)

recommended.
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ltems

Expert’s opinion

Good

Not good

Comments

39. | came to study in Thailand
because my professor

recommends.

X

40. | came to study in Thailand

because agents recommend.

41. | came to study in Thailand
because my parents stay in
Thailand.

42. 1 came to study in Thailand
because my friend(s) have
studied or are studying in
Thailand.

43. | came to study in Thailand
because my family members
have studied or are studying

in Thailand

Plans for immigration

44. 1 came to study in Thailand
because have plan to stay in
Thailand for a long time after
graduating.

Because | plan to stay in

Thailand after my graduation.

Value for money

45. | came to study in Thailand
because value of the money is

low price.

The sentence is not clear,
please modify it.

Availability of scholarship or work

46. | came to study in Thailand
because | got a scholarship

from my home country.

X
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Expert’s opinion

Items Comments
Good | Not good
47. 1 came to study in Thailand X
because | got a scholarship
from Thailand.
48. | came to study in Thailand X

because Thailand degrees
provide greater mobility for

my future work.

Except these 15 factors, if you have more idea about it, please add more as

follow.

49. | came to study in Thailand
because | got a scholarship
from international

organization.
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The expert suggestion

Date

This is to certify that I, Mr. Zhu Peng, have read and understood the data
collection procedure and purpose of the research intended to be conducted

by . As aresult,

"1 | agree that the proposed procedure and quantitative/ qualitative

instrument(s) are appropriate and relevant to the objectives.

I have the following suggestions: All the items are qualified just check

language use.

Z}W, DW/ (Signature)

|
U (Position)
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Evaluation form of questionnaire (for expert)

Instruction
1. This evaluation form aims to check each items of questionnaire in order to
test its validity.
2. The expert evaluates the Item Objective Congruence (I0C) by using the
following ratings.
Good: For the item that is in congruence with appropriate each topic
of items.
Not good:  For the item that is not in congruence with appropriate each
topic of items.
Comments If not good, please write the reason, your specific comments in

order to test its validity.



Motivation to study abroad

Questionnaire
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ltems

Expert’s opinion

Good

Not good

Comments

Reputation of the host country

1. I came to study in Thailand
because Thailand is famous in

my home country.

2. | came to study in Thailand
because there is more freedom
in Thailand.

Reputation of the host instituti

on(s)

3. | came to study in Thailand
because there are famous

universities.

4. | came to study in Thailand
because it is perceived as a
high quality education in my

home country.

5. 1 came to study in Thailand
because the education
programs are close to western

education.

Safety

6. | came to study in Thailand
because Thailand is a safe
place to study.
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Expert’s opinion
Items Comments
Good | Not good

Cost or fees:

7. 1 came to study in Thailand X
because the tuition fees are

low.

8. | came to study in Thailand X
because of the lower cost of
living (accommodation, food

etc).

9. | came to study in Thailand X
because of the low travel costs.

10. I came to study in Thailand X
because there are part-time job
opportunities available.

Visa cost

11. 1 came to study in Thailand X
because the visa process is

easy and quick.

12. 1 came to study in Thailand X

because of the low visa cost.

Historical or economic relationship between host country and home country

13. | came to study in Thailand X
because Thailand has strong
economic ties with my home

country.

14.1 came to study in Thailand X
because Thailand has a strong
political tie with my home

country.
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ltems

Expert’s opinion

Good

Not good

Comments

Availability of specific teaching progra

ms

15. | came to study in Thailand
because the information on
study in Thailand is easily
obtained from the internet.

X

16. | came to study in Thailand
because there are several

exchange programs.

17. | came to study in Thailand
because | can learn the Thal

language.

18. | came to study in Thailand
because | can learn English

language.

19. | came to study in Thailand
because | can access to
different course and
knowledge which would be
difficult to get in my home

country.

20. | came to study in Thailand
because | can get higher social
status in my home country

after graduation.

21. 1 came to study in Thailand
because | can get a certain

prestige in my country.
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ltems

Expert’s opinion

Good

Not good

Comments

22. | came to study in Thailand
because | can improve my

academic knowledge.

X

23. | came to study in Thailand
because | can get deeper expert
knowledge.

Geographic proximity of host country

24. | came to study in Thailand
because Thailand is close to

my home country.

X

25. | came to study in Thailand
because Thailand is a coastal
state.

Lifestyle in host country

26. | came to study in Thailand
because it has a quiet and

studious environment.

27. | came to study in Thailand
because it has a diverse and

multicultural environment.

28. | came to study in Thailand
because it has a qualified of

life and healthy environment.

29. | came to study in Thailand
because of the low pressure
life.

30. I came to study in Thailand
because it is an exciting place.
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ltems

Expert’s opinion

Good | Not good

Comments

31. | came to study in Thailand
because of the good quality of
the professional working

environment.

X

32. | came to study in Thailand
because there are lots of

overseas students.

Climate in host country

33. | came to study in Thailand
because it has comfortable

climate.

34. | came to study in Thailand
because there is no racial

discrimination.

35. | came to study in Thailand
because most Thai people are
friendly.

Recognition of qualifications b

y home country

36. | came to study in Thailand
because the certifications are

recognized in my home

X

country.

Family and friends in host country
37. | came to study in Thailand X
because my parents

recommended.

38. | came to study in Thailand X

because my friend(s)

recommended.
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ltems

Expert’s opinion

Good

Not good

Comments

39. | came to study in Thailand
because my professor

recommends.

X

40. | came to study in Thailand

because agents recommend.

41. | came to study in Thailand
because my parents stay in
Thailand.

42. | came to study in Thailand
because my friend(s) have
studied or are studying in
Thailand.

43. | came to study in Thailand
because my family members
have studied or are studying

in Thailand

Plans for immigration

44. 1 came to study in Thailand
because have plan to stay in
Thailand for a long time after
graduating.

Value for money

45. | came to study in Thailand
because value of the money is

low price.

Availability of scholarship or work

46. | came to study in Thailand
because | got a scholarship

from my home country.

X
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Expert’s opinion
Items Comments
Good | Not good

47. 1 came to study in Thailand X
because | got a scholarship
from Thailand.

48. | came to study in Thailand X
because Thailand degrees
provide greater mobility for

my future work.

Except these 15 factors, if you have more idea about it, please add more as
follow.




	pp. v-ix Content.pdf
	                Theoretical rationale and frame of reference…...…………………………
	                Research questions..……………………………………...…………..……
	                Purpose of the study.……………………………………………......……..
	                Significance of the study.…………………………………………...……..
	                Scope of the study.….…………………………………..…………..……..
	                Limitations.….…………………………………..…………………..…….
	                Chapter summary.….…………………………………..………………….
	2  LITERATURE REVIEW.…………………………….…….…………..….....
	                Definition of motivation.…………………………………………....…….
	                Types of motivation.…………………………………………..….……….
	                Reasons to study abroad.……………….………………………..…..…….
	                Theoretical frameworks for studying abroad…………………...…..……..

	3  RESEARCH METHODS……………………….………………………..…...
	                Research instruments…...………………...……………………..……..….
	                Data collection…...…………………...…………………..…...…….….
	                Data analysis …...………………...……………..............……..……….
	                Ethical considerations …...…...……………………………..……....….
	                Chapter summary…...………………………………....…………….….
	                Chapter summary…………….…...………………………………….…

	5  DISCUSSION, CONCLUSION, AND RECOMMENDATIONS….......…..
	                Discussion of the findings…………………………….………..….........
	                Conclusion……………………………………………….……….…….


	pp. 1-6 Chapter 1.pdf
	CHAPTER 1
	INTRODUCTION
	Background of the study
	Statement of the problem
	Theoretical rationale and frame of reference
	Research questions
	Purpose of the study
	Significance of the study
	Scope of the study
	Limitations
	Definition of terms
	Chapter summary



	pp. 7-19 Chapter 2.pdf
	CHAPTER 2
	LITERATURE REVIEW
	Definition of motivation
	Types of motivation
	Reasons to study abroad
	Theoretical frameworks for studying abroad
	Chapter summary



	pp. 20-25 Chapter 3.pdf
	CHAPTER 3
	RESEARCH METHODS
	Research design
	Research instruments
	Data collection
	Data analysis
	Ethical considerations
	Chapter summary



	pp. 26-53 Chapter 4.pdf
	CHAPTER 4
	RESULTS
	Chapter summary



	pp. 54-58 Chapter 5.pdf
	CHAPTER 5
	DISCUSSION, CONCLUSION, AND RECOMMENDATIONS
	Discussion of the findings
	Conclusion
	Recommendations



	pp. 59-65 Reference.pdf
	REFERENCES


